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Welcome to the 7th edition of the CSU Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. This 
newsletter is meant to give you up-to-date news and information from around the state and 
our own CSU Extension organization.  If you know of any new information that would be 
relevant to the rest of the group, send it to the newsletter!  Please forward this newsletter to 
anyone with an interest in local food systems and CSU‟s programs in this area. 
 
To assist our readers in finding information we may have presented in the past, you can now 
find old issues at: www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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SENATE FOOD SAFETY LEGISLATION 
 
The Food Safety Modernization Act (S 510) was originally framed to ramp up FDA regulation 
on farms that even minimally process their crops and sell them to restaurants, food coops, 
groceries, schools and wholesalers. Although there was concern about the original legislation 
framed in late 2009, most sustainable agriculture and family farm groups think recent 
amendments to the Senate bill represent a very significant improvement over the companion 
bill passed by the House of Representatives (HR 2749) last year. 
 
Senator Harkin said, "For far too long, the headlines have told the story of why this measure 
is so urgently needed: food borne illness outbreaks, product recalls and Americans sickened 
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over the food they eat. This 100-year-old plus food safety structure needed to be 
modernized." The amended "Managers package" includes the following important 
improvements to the bill: 
 
* The amendment sponsored by Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) pertaining to farms that 
engage in value-added processing or that co-mingle product from several farms. It will provide 
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) with the authority to either exempt farms engaged in 
low or no risk processing or co-mingling activities from new regulatory requirements or to 
modify particular regulatory requirements for such farming operations. 
 
* The amendments sponsored by Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO) to reduce unnecessary 
paperwork and excess regulation. FDA is instructed to provide flexibility for small processors 
including on-farm processing, to minimize the burden of compliance with regulations, and to 
minimize the number of different standards that apply to separate foods. With respect to 
produce standards, FDA will also be given the discretion to develop rules for categories of 
foods or for mixtures of foods rather than necessarily needing to have a separate rule for 
each specific commodity. 
 
* The amendment sponsored by Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) to provide for a USDA-
delivered competitive grants program for food safety training for farmers, small processors 
and wholesalers. The training projects will prioritize small and mid-scale farms, beginning and 
socially disadvantaged farmers, and small food processors and wholesalers. 
 
* The effort championed by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) to strip the bill of wildlife-
threatening enforcement against "animal encroachment" of farms is also in the manager's 
package. It will require FDA to apply sound science to any requirements that might impact 
wildlife and wildlife habitat on farms.  
 
* An amendment proposed by Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) to amend the traceability and 
recordkeeping section of the bill that will exempt food that is direct marketed from farmers to 
consumers or to grocery stores and exempt food that has labeling that preserves the identity 
of the farm that produced the food. 
 
Not in the package but still under serious negotiation for inclusion is the ability to exempt 
food facilities whose annual gross sales fall under a certain threshold from preventative 
control plan requirements, and to exempt farmers who primarily direct market product to 
consumers, stores or restaurants from the bill's produce standards regulations. 
 

COLORADO MARKETMAKER 
 
We are happy to announce the launch of MarketMaker 3.0!  MarketMaker 3.0 launched late in 
August with a fresh, new look. Watch for next month‟s newsletter to learn all the new 
attributes 3.0 has to offer. 
 
To keep up to date with listings and news, you can always go to: 
http://national.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/whatsnew.php 
 
For more information on Colorado MarketMaker, see the August Newsletter or contact Dawn 
Velasquez at Dawn.Velasquez@ag.state.co.us. 

http://national.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/whatsnew.php
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PRODUCER OPPORTUNITIES - CO PROUD SCHOOL MEAL DAY 

On September 8, schools across the state will be featuring Colorado products as much as 

possible as part of Colorado Proud School Meal Day. This is an excellent chance to get 

involved in the growing Farm to School movement by checking with your local school to see if 

they could feature some of your farm-fresh products. Special meals such as these are an 

easy way to see if Farm to School is for you. Many schools now have salad bars which are a 

flexible option for all. It may be easy for foodservice to add some of your farm-fresh produce 

to the salad bar without changing a menu or needing a large amount of product.  

If your local school has already firmed up their plans for this year‟s Colorado Proud Meal, then 

talk with them about what they could buy from you later this year or next. We also suggest 

getting the word out. In your profile on Colorado MarketMaker, the Colorado Farm Fresh 

Directory, and any local food directories, let people know that you are interested in selling to 

schools.  

Questions or for additional information, contact Jim Dyer at jadyer@frontier.net.  For much 

more on Farm to School, see the Colorado Farm to School website: 

www.coloradofarmtoschool.org. 

 

FARM TO SCHOOL GRANT RESOURCES 
 

Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) 

The grants, administered by the FMPP, are targeted to help improve and expand domestic 

farmers‟ markets, roadside stands, community-supported agriculture programs, agri-tourism 

activities, and other direct producer-to-consumer market opportunities. Approximately $5 

million is allocated for FMPP for Fiscal Year 2010 and $10 million for Fiscal Years 2011 and 

2012.  

 

Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP) 

The purpose of the Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP) is to solely enhance the 

competitiveness of specialty crops. Specialty crops are defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree 

nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops (including floriculture).” 

 

Federal State Marketing Improvement Program (FSMIP)   

The Federal-State Marketing Improvement Program (FSMIP) provides matching funds to 

State Departments of Agriculture, State agricultural experiment stations, and other 

appropriate State agencies to assist in exploring new market opportunities for U.S. food and 

agricultural products, and to encourage research and innovation aimed at improving the 

efficiency and performance of the marketing system.  

 

Team Nutrition Training Grants 

mailto:jadyer@frontier.net
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The purpose of this grant is for State agencies to expand and enhance their training programs 

that incorporate and implement the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans and USDA Foods 

in meals served under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) or the School Breakfast 

Program (SBP).  

 

Child and Adult Care Food Program  

State agencies that administer the child care component of CACFP are eligible to apply for 

Child Care Health and Wellness Grants. The purpose of the grants is to support projects 

which increase the health and nutrition of children in child care settings. 

 

National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food 

Authorities 

 

The Agriculture and Food Research Initiative 

In the program area of „childhood obesity prevention challenge‟ there are a number of 

different categories. Some of these include: Integrated Research, Education, and Extension 

to Prevent Childhood Obesity; Extension Interventions to Prevent Childhood Obesity; 

Community-based Childhood Obesity Prevention  

 

For more detailed descriptions of all these programs, click here.  

NATIONAL FARMERS’ MARKET DIRECTORY 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced that the 2010 National Farmers Market 

Directory lists 6,132 operational farmers markets, representing 16 percent growth over 2009 

when the agency reported 5,274.  

 

Top 10 states with the most farmers markets: 

 California (580) 

 New York (461) 

 Illinois (286) 

 Michigan (271) 

 Iowa (229) 

 Massachusetts (227) 

 Ohio (213) 

 Wisconsin (204) 

 Pennsylvania (203) 

 North Carolina (182) 

 

Top 10 states, by percentage, with market growth from 2009-2010: 

 Missouri (77) 

 Minnesota (61)  

 Idaho (60) 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/F2S/Supporting.htm


 Michigan (60) 

 Indiana (47) 

 South Dakota (46) 

 Arkansas (41) 

 Washington (37) 

 Ohio (36) 

 Oklahoma (31) 

 

To see the full news release, click here. 

CONNECTING SNAP RECIPIENTS WITH FARMERS MARKETS 

Real Food Real Choice: Connecting SNAP Recipients with Farmers Markets  

In the past fifteen years, the number of farmers markets has almost quadrupled to nearly 

6,000. Americans annually spend $1.3 billion at farmers markets. Yet food stamp recipients 

have been almost entirely excluded from using their benefits at farmers markets because of 

social, economic, and technological challenges. To better understand this issue and to find 

solutions, the Community Food Security Coalition and Farmers Market Coalition undertook a 

year-long study. This report examines the capacity of farmers markets to operate programs to 

accept EBT (electronic benefits transfer) cards; the types of programs that markets have 

created; the barriers low-income shoppers face in patronizing farmers markets; and state and 

federal level policies that affect the usage of EBT cards at farmers markets. The report 

concludes with a road map for change, which features primary and secondary tiers of 

recommendations. 

HEALTHY KIDS ACT 2010 

Michael Bennet, U.S. Senator for Colorado, applauded the Senate‟s passage of the Healthy, 

Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 to reduce childhood hunger, promote health through improved 

nutritional quality, reduce childhood obesity and improve program efficiency. This bill passed 

the Senate unanimously and has broad support among public health groups and child 

advocates across Colorado. 

 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 will: 

 Expand afterschool meals for at-risk children 

 Connect more eligible low-income children with school meals 

 Help schools improve the nutritional quality of school meals 

 Allow establishment of science-based national nutritional standards for all food sold in 

schools 

 Strengthen local school wellness policies 

 Help schools protect their food service budgets 

 Improve accuracy of school meal eligibility certifications 

 Improve food safety requirements for school meals programs 

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=2010/08/0390.xml
http://www.foodsecurity.org/pub/RealFoodRealChoice_SNAP_FarmersMarkets.pdf


 

For more information on the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, click here. 

TOUR DE FARMS BICYCLE RIDE IN THE ANIMAS VALLEY 

Tour de Farms highlights what is unique, healthy and homegrown in the La Plata County 
agricultural community. Featuring: 

 Two routes in 2010: An in-town, 5-mile „family friendly‟ route through Durango & a 30-
mile leisurely ride through the Animas Valley to visit James Ranch, Linnaea Farms 
and more 

 Discussions with growers on community and backyard gardens, and local farms and 
            ranches 

 A local foods lunch, live music by Wild Mountain, and a commemorative glass 
 
The ride is on Sunday, September 5th and the application deadline is August 28th 
For more information on the ride contact: darcyLcraig@gmail.com 
For more info about the Tour visit: www.healthylifestylelaplata.org 

NORTHERN CO WINTER FARMERS MARKET APPLICATIONS 

Applications for the Fort Collins and Loveland Winter Farmers‟ Market are due by August 

31st.  

 

2010-2011 Schedule: 

      Fort Collins: Opera Galleria - 123 N College, Saturdays, 10am-3pm 

      Oct 30; Nov 13 and 20; Dec 11 and 18 

      Jan 15 and 29; Feb 12 and 26; Mar 12 and 26; Apr 9 

 

      New location in Loveland: Bonnell Bulding, 129 E 4th Street, Saturdays,10am-3pm 

      Nov 6 and Dec 4 

BEGINNING FARMER PROGRAMS IN COLORADO 

The Colorado Building Farmers program builds farm community and farmer capacity through 
classroom and experiential learning for beginning farmers (0 – 10 yrs exp). The course is a 
series of 8 evening classes designed to help New Farmers explore farming as a business and 
provide Intermediate and Experienced Farmers with tools and ideas to refine and enhance 
their business management, production, and marketing skills. Programs are beginning this fall 
in Boulder County, La Plata County, the Tri-River region, and in Pueblo County.  
 
For more information on any of these programs, please contact: 
 

 Boulder County: Adrian Card, 303-678-6383, acard@bouldercounty.org; 

 La Plata County: Darrin Parmenter, 970-382-6464, parmenterdm@co.laplata.co.us; 

 Tri-River region: Rod Godin, 970- 874-2197, rgodin@lamar.colostate.edu; 

 Pueblo County: Emily Lockard, 719-583-6566, lockarde@co.pueblo.co.us.  
 

http://bennet.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=921BE2B1-9773-4CBB-A89D-34FAA27BAB30
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RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Don‟t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy 
Resources: 

 Consumer Resources  
 Producer Resources  
 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
 Community Assessments and Toolkits  
 Calculators and Databases  
 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
 Research and Other Resources  

 
To add your ideas and news, contact Allie Gunter.  
To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 
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