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Welcome to the 10th edition of the CSU Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. This newsletter is 

meant to give you up-to-date news and information from around the state and our own CSU 

Extension organization.  If you know of any new information that would be relevant to the rest of the 

group, send it to the newsletter!  Please forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local 

food systems and CSU’s programs in this area. 

 

To assist our readers in finding information we may have presented in the past, you can now find old 

issues at: www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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 COLORADO FARMERS MARKET ASSOCIATION MEETING 

The Colorado Farmers Market Association will hold its Annual meeting at Colorado State University 

over the weekend of March 18th, 2010.  This association continues to grow in member numbers and 

scope of activities to support the growing numbers of markets in the state.  Issues to be discussed will 

include regulatory issues affecting market performance, services to support markets and their 

managers, and information on programs to support the markets (including SNAP & WIC staff who will 

discuss program opportunities).   

 

The CSU Extension Food Systems team is one of the sponsors who will help to host the meeting in 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html


Fort Collins. The agenda and schedule are still being finalized, and there may be opportunities for CSU 

personnel to participate.   

 

For more information, contact Cindy Torres at cindy@coloradofarmers.org or check frequently on 

their website at : http://www.coloradofarmers.org/.  

 

COLORADO MARKETMAKER 
 

Colorado businesses who submit a business spotlight form can be found on the Colorado 

MarketMaker home page.  Encourage innovative business owners you know to use this free 

promotional opportunity to highlight their business! 

 

This month you can learn about Spruce Mountain Ranch, an agritourism operation located in 

Larkspur, CO.  In March 1999, Tom and Lois Ames purchased the property that is now Spruce 

Mountain Ranch. Their goals are to sustain a purebred Angus seed stock operation, as well as create a 

distinct landscape and resort-like atmosphere for family, guests, and potential customers to enjoy. 

Click here for a link to their MarketMaker profile.   

 

The forms for Newsletter Submission, Business Spotlight, and Taste of Colorado are all available on 

the Colorado Department of Agriculture website. 

 

To keep up to date with listings and news, you can always go to: 
http://national.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/whatsnew.php 
 
For more information on Colorado MarketMaker, see the November Newsletter or contact Dawn 
Velasquez at Dawn.Velasquez@ag.state.co.us. 
 

SENATE BILL ON FOOD SAFETY: UPDATE 
 

S510, the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act, passed out of committee in November of 2009, and a 

year later, remains as one of the most debated food system issues in the US.  The legislation would 

create the first significant changes in America's food safety regime in about fifty years. These changes 

were likely motivated by a series of expensive and sometimes deadly food-borne illness outbreaks in 

the last decade, which have repeatedly highlighted the failures of current food safety protocols. The 

legislation significantly increases the regulatory powers of the FDA, providing the power to mandate 

food recalls; these are currently voluntary.   We are monitoring progress so we who work with 

producers can understand their interest and concerns about these policies, but the legislation will 

likely be finalized in December, so watch for the final bill summary in our next newsletter. 

 

For food producers, there will be a requirement to write and follow safety plans to identify and 

eliminate possible sources of contamination but some fear this puts undue burden on smaller farms 

or those that produce with alternative methods through more direct markets.  In mid-November, a 
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deal was reached on a revised version of the Tester-Hagan small farm amendment to S. 510, the Food 

Safety Modernization Act that were put forth by the sustainable ag community to address concerns 

about perceived barriers  related to family farms, conservation, and local and regional food systems.   

CHANGES TO COLORADO’S RETAIL FOOD REGULATIONS 

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) is proposing potential changes 

to Colorado’s Retail Food Establishment Rules and Regulations. These changes are primarily 

clarifications to existing regulations, with accompanying examples. However, one proposed change is 

that cut leafy greens that are cut in the field and then mixed will be listed as a potentially hazardous 

food product, which would then require the vendor to obtain a retail food establishment license. 

 

At this point, comments on the proposed changes have been accepted and the request for hearing is 

scheduled for sometime in January 2011. When the request for hearing is scheduled, the proposed 

rules will be posted on the CDPHE website and comments will be accepted again. The final hearing is 

tentatively planned for March, with final implementation in July 2011.  

COLORADO PROUD AWARENESS INCREASES 

One of our major partners on Local Foods is the Colorado Department of Agriculture, who operates 

the Colorado Proud program.  After another successful summer television advertising campaign, 

awareness of the Colorado Proud logo has increased.  

 68% of consumers are very or somewhat familiar with the Colorado Proud logo, which is up 

from 67% in 2009 and 59% in 2008; 

 84% indicated that they buy at least some Colorado products when shopping; 

 57% look for the logo more often now when shopping than they used to; 

 A 2009 CSU study out of the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics confirmed 

that the logo was well recognized and valued by consumers of apples.  Local labels were 

valued significantly higher than organic labels by Fort Collins King Soopers buyers who 

participated in the study (Costanigro, Nurse, Kroll and Thilmany, 2010). 

 

For more information click here to view the Colorado Proud Newsletter. 

PEACE CORPS SEEK VOLUNTEERS WITH FARMING EXPERTISE 

Commercial Farmers: Peace Corps Needs Your Skills! Peace Corps is looking for experienced 

commercial farmers to serve as volunteers in rural farming communities in the developing world. 

Since 1961, Peace Corps Volunteers have worked on local projects around the world that increase 

crop yields, expand crop diversity, and improve village farmers' processing and marketing techniques. 

Volunteers have helped communities address food shortages and poor nutrition by building school 

gardens, and growing agricultural micro enterprises (visit peacecorps.gov/foodsecurity). These are 

paid volunteer positions with full medical benefits and a generous bonus at the end of your service. 

http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite?blobcol=urldata&blobheader=application%2Fpdf&blobkey=id&blobtable=MungoBlobs&blobwhere=1251667272224&ssbinary=true
http://peacecorps.gov/foodsecurity


 

The main qualifications are that you must be a U.S. Citizen who is at least 18 years old. There is no 

upper age limit, in fact, Peace Corps values retirees and the life experience they bring to the job. 

There is currently a pressing need for volunteers who have practical experience in animal agriculture 

and mixed farming systems. For more information contact Gary Slaats (gslaats@peacecorps.gov).  To 

fill out an online application, please visit www.peacecorps.gov. 

RURAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 

The Rural Community Development Initiative (RCDI) program provides technical assistance and 

training funds to qualified intermediary organizations to develop their capacity to undertake housing, 

community facilities, and community and economic development projects in rural areas.  The 

$6,286,500 in RCDI grant funds are available to intermediaries and have a dollar for dollar matching 

fund requirement, intended to double the impact of the grants.  

 

Key program points are: 

 The purpose of this initiative is to provide a program of technical assistance to recipients to 

develop or increase their capacity to undertake projects in the areas of housing, community 

facilities, and community and economic development in rural areas.  This could include food 

system projects 

 The RCDI grant, which has a dollar-for-dollar matching funds requirement, is made to an 

intermediary. The intermediary can be a private or public organization, including tribal, that 

has been legally organized a minimum of 3 years and has experience working with the 

recipients eligible for this program. 

 The recipients can be nonprofit organizations, low-income communities, or federally 

recognized tribes, based on the definitions in the Notice of Funds Availability (NOFA).  

 

Information taken directly from the USDA Rural Development website. 

LIVEWELLL COLORADO ANNOUNCES POLICY BLUEPRINT 

LiveWell Colorado announces a built environment policy blueprint that provides communities and 

stakeholders across Colorado with recommendations on how to best leverage and adapt their 

environment to encourage healthy behaviors and combat obesity.  

 

The Blueprint is based on the results of 22 Colorado-based public forums, two statewide surveys, the 

latest third-party research, and technical expertise and input from our strategic partner, the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE). The policy recommendations included in the 

Blueprint fall into three categories: land use, active transportation and development. Within each of 

these categories, LiveWell has focused on four geographic areas: rural, resort, suburban and urban. 

Each of these geographic areas will be a focus of further blueprint efforts which will delve deeper into 

more specific strategies. 
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As with other LiveWell policy blueprints, this report is a roadmap for the state in developing sound 

policy and practices around the built environment, and remains a "living document," which will 

continue to evolve as they learn promising practices and new third party research emerges.  

Description taken from November LiveWell newsletter. To view the blueprint click here. 

BEGINNING FARMER PROGRAMS IN COLORADO 

Building Farmer classes are underway in Boulder, La Plata and Pueblo counties, with 51 new or 

transitioning farmers and ranchers enrolled this fall.  Program participants are currently working on 

their business plans for their agricultural operations. Each program ends with participants presenting 

their business plans to the class. Those who successfully develop a plan are then eligible to apply for a 

mentorship with an experienced farmer or rancher who will assist them during the next planning and 

production season as they launch their business.  

 

For more information on any of these programs, please contact: 

 

 Boulder County: Adrian Card, 303-678-6383, acard@bouldercounty.org; 

 La Plata County: Darrin Parmenter, 970-382-6464, parmenterdm@co.laplata.co.us; 

 Pueblo County: Emily Lockard, 719-583-6566, lockarde@co.pueblo.co.us.  

 

RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 

 Consumer Resources  
 Producer Resources  
 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
 Community Assessments and Toolkits  
 Calculators and Databases  
 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
 Research and Other Resources  

 
To add your ideas and news, contact Allie Gunter.  
To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 
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