
CSU Extension Local Food Systems 
Dawn Thilmany, Martha Sullins, Adrian Card and Marisa Bunning, Team Leads  

Co-Editors: Allison Gunter and Martha Sullins 
 
Dept of Ag and Resource Economics 

TWELFTH EDITION JANUARY  2011 

 

Welcome to the 12th edition of the CSU Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. This newsletter is 

meant to give you up-to-date news and information from around the state and our own CSU 

Extension organization.  If you know of any new information that would be relevant to the rest of the 

group, send it to the newsletter!  Please forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local 

food systems and CSU’s programs in this area. 

To assist our readers in finding information we may have presented in the past, you can now find old 

issues at: www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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COLORADO MARKETMAKER 

When it comes to website talk, one of the indicators of a successful website is how “sticky” it is. How 
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long do people stay on the website once they get there? This month on Colorado MarketMaker, 

people spent an average of 5 ½ minutes and looked at 4.9 pages per visit. This is the highest 

interaction of any of the 17 states in the national MarketMaker network.     

One of our current Business Spotlights focuses on Cook N Shoupe, a Denver based company that 

takes all natural ingredients, rustic flavors, and a passion for tradition to a whole new level of flavor 

when creating their line of BBQ sauce. Cook N Shoupe took advantage of the “Buy Sell Forum,” a 

MarketMaker feature, to sell their BBQ sauce to retailers and wholesalers on the MarketMaker 

network country-wide. They currently hold the number three spot in most viewed businesses in 

Colorado.  

Visit their profile at: http://co.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/main/details/42014 

To keep up to date with listings and news, you can always go to: 

http://national.marketmaker.uiuc.edu/whatsnew.php 

For more information on Colorado MarketMaker, see the January Newsletter or contact Dawn 

Velasquez at Dawn.Velasquez@ag.state.co.us. 

GOVERNOR’S AG OUTLOOK FORUM 

The 20th annual Governor’s Forum on the Future of Colorado Agriculture, Today's Vision for 

Tomorrow's Food System, will be held on February 24, 2011 at the Renaissance Denver Hotel 

3801 Quebec Street in Denver.  The Forum is presented by Governor John Hickenlooper, the Colorado 

Department of Agriculture and Colorado State University with the support of the Colorado 

Agricultural Leadership Associates and more than 50 organizations, businesses, and agencies 

interested in the future of Colorado agriculture. Keynote speakers are: John Salazar, Commissioner of 

Agriculture; Dr. Tony Frank, President, CSU ; Dr. Lowell Catlett, Economist & Futurist; Elizabeth 

Garner, Colorado Demographer; and Dr. Martin Shields, Assoc. Professor of Economics, CSU. 

 

Breakout sessions include Working Landscapes & Conservation Efforts; Food Systems; International 

Trade; New Developments at EPA; Animal Health in Production Livestock; Local Food Systems; and the 

Northern CO Food Assessment.  

 

For more information go to: www.colorado.gov/ag/forum. Regular registration is $100 ($120 after 

2/14/2011), and student registration is $45 ($50 after 2/14/2011). 

COLORADO AGRICULTURE “BIG & SMALL” CONFERENCE 

This conference, hosted by Colorado State University Extension, Wyoming Cooperative Extension, and 

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, features sessions from farmers, agriculture professionals, and 

scientists for commercial specialty crops (vegetables, fruit, flowers, herbs, etc.) and niche livestock 
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producers engaged in direct market or wholesale and organic, biological, or low input systems; PLUS 

sessions for small acreage non-commercial producers.  

The conference will be held on February 16 - 17, 2011, at the Adams County Fairgrounds, 9755 

Henderson Road in 

Brighton.  

Registration Fees: 

$45 for One Day 

$70 for Two Days 

For more information and a list of speakers, visit the Colorado Big and Small website. To register visit 

the Larimer County website.   

COLORADO FARMERS MARKET ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 

When and Where: March 18 & 19, Colorado State University – Lory Student Center - Fort Collins, CO 

Who: Colorado Farmers Market Association 2011 Annual Meeting is hosted by the Fort Collins 

farmers markets and Colorado State University (CSU).   

Sessions include: Farmers Markets and SNAP; Colorado’s Food Safety Regulatory Map; Public Health 

and Farmers Markets; Market Liability Insurance; Market Management Tools; and Marketing Your 

Market.  

 
Cost for CFMA Member participants: $40.00; non-CFMA Member participants: $60.00; CFMA family 
members: $15.00. 
 
Saturday Breakfast and Lunch will be catered by CSU Dining Services and Spoons. 

NORTHEAST COLORADO ABM SEMINAR: EXPLORING 

MARKETMAKER AND BUILDING FARMER OPPORTUNITIES 

Join neighbors and friends on February 18th from 2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Regional Engagement 

Center in Sterling for a program introducing tools and strategies designed to help agricultural 

businesses of all kinds to be successful and reach new customers.  The program will include dinner 

and materials for those that RSVP by February 16th to the Regional Engagement Center at 970-522-

7207. 

Dr. Dawn Thilmany, Professor in the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics at Colorado 

State University, will introduce MarketMaker, followed by an introduction to strategic business 

planning, a process that helps any business or operation to plan for the future. 

Following Dawn's presentation and continuing after dinner will be an introduction to Range 

Management and Beginning Farmer and Rancher resources available through Colorado State 

http://www.coloradoagriculturebigandsmall.com/
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University Extension.  Dr. Casey Matney, Regional Extension Range Specialist, will discuss range 

management tools and resources, followed by  John Deering, Northern Region Agriculture & Business 

Management specialist, who will introduce the Beginning Farmer and Rancher program.   

The Regional Engagement Center, located at 302 Main Street in Sterling, is a cooperative effort 

between Colorado State University, Northeastern Junior College and Morgan Community College.   

SMALL-MART REVOLUTION 

Be Local Northern Colorado is pleased to bring Michael Shuman back to town, February 24-25. His 

talk on February 24, at 7 pm is titled Advocate for Resilient Local Economy: Sustainable, Equitable, 

Place-based. This talk is FREE for Friends of Be Local. In addition he is conducting a 1/2 day workshop 

on Friday February 25 on Community Capital: Local Banking, Local Investing. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SYMPOSIUM ON FOOD SYSTEMS 

Mark your calendars for a Public Health Symposium on Food Systems scheduled for Monday, April 4, 

in Fort Collins.   

Half of the symposium will be dedicated to the Farm Bill and the other half will be on food safety.  Jill 

Krueger, lead author of “Planting the Seeds for Public Health: How the Farm Bill Can Help Farmers to 

Produce and Distribute Healthy Foods” will serve as our keynote speaker, and the panel members 

currently include Jill Krueger, Ruth Stemler with Share Our Strength, Garry Auld, and Frank Garry.  

The symposium will be held at the Hilton in Fort Collins and will run from 9am to 4pm.  

For more information contact: 

Kendra Bigsby, MPH 

Program Coordinator 

MPH at Colorado State University 

Colorado School of Public Health 

kendra.bigsby@colostate.edu or 970-491-5800 

HEALTHY FOOD FINANCING INITIATIVE 

In October 2010, the Grantmakers In Health (GIH) and The Sustainable Agriculture & Food Systems 

Funders (SAFSF) co-hosted a webinar titled “Eliminating Food Deserts & Creating Jobs:  The Healthy 

Food Financing Initiative.” Representatives from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services, and U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Community Development 

Financial Institutions Fund discussed how to help eliminate food deserts and reduce obesity levels and 

diet-related diseases. Together these departments have launched the Healthy Food Financing 

Initiative. This multiyear effort will provide $400 million in federal tax credits, below-market rate 
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loans, loan guarantees, and grants to organizations with sound strategies for providing healthy foods 

to underserved communities. In addition to improving food options, the initiative is designed to 

create jobs, revitalize neighborhoods, and connect farmers with consumers. The departments are 

interested in collaborations and community partnerships, creating opportunities for foundations to 

get involved in the effort.  

Check out their newly launched website http://apps.ams.usda.gov/fooddeserts 

NEW LOCAL FOOD WEBSITE FOR GUNNISON COUNTY 

Gunnison County Extension just released the Gunnison County Ag Products Guide, a website 

dedicated to local food purchasing, selling, and producer contacts at www.gunnison.colostate.edu. 

The site includes information on buying and selling meat, eggs, and dairy products locally.  It also 

supports a list of producers in Gunnison County that sell vegetables, beef, poultry, eggs, dairy 

products, pork, lamb, goat, honey, hay, and compost locally. 

The website was created due to the increased demand for local food buying information.  In the last 

few years Gunnison families have become more and more concerned with their food’s origin, safety 

and how to purchase it.  Buying products from local farms and ranches is a great solution for many of 

the concerns; however the processes involved with purchasing local are new to many.  Hopefully this 

new website will answer many of the questions people have and support more local food purchasing. 

The buying guides were designed to answer frequently asked questions such as: How long do farm 

fresh eggs last?  What’s the difference between raw and pasteurized milk?  How much freezer space 

do I need to store a bulk meat purchase?  

There’s always a debate as to the distance food is produced away and still considered local.  This 

website doesn’t try to determine the local distance question, but rather is simply a list limited to 

Gunnison County producers.  Helping support the County’s economy, on the site you will find a 

producer’s contact information, email address, web address, and the variety of local products they 

sell throughout the year. 

Call the Colorado State University Extension office in Gunnison County with any questions or 

comments at 970-641-1260 or send emails to: eric.mcphail@colostate.edu. 

DEADLINE APPROACHING FOR FRESH FARM DIRECTORY 

 

Colorado growers can market their products to consumers through the 27th annual Colorado Farm 

Fresh Directory. Listings are being accepted for the 2011 edition of the directory. Published by the 

Colorado Department of Agriculture, Farm Fresh promotes Colorado farmers' markets, roadside 

stands, u-picks, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) producers, agritourism activities and farms 

and ranches that sell direct to the public. 
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The fee to be included in the directory is $25 and the deadline is February 1, 2011. Listing forms are 

available by calling the Colorado Department of Agriculture at (303)239-4115 or by visiting 

www.coloradoagriculture.com. 

 

The directory will be available in June and is free to consumers. More than 100,000 copies of the 

publication will be distributed through libraries, extension offices, bookstores, farmers' markets, 

welcome centers, chambers of commerce and other businesses. In addition to the printed directory, 

the 2011 Farm Fresh will also be available on the Colorado Department of Agriculture's website. 

RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 
 Consumer Resources  

 Producer Resources  

 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  

 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  

 Community Assessments and Toolkits  

 Calculators and Databases  

 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  

 Research and Other Resources  

To add your ideas and news, contact Allie Gunter.  

To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 
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