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Happy Holidays! Welcome to the 34th edition of the CSU Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. 
This newsletter is designed to give you up-to-date news and information from around the state and 
our own CSU Extension organization.  We know many of our partners have news and events coming 
up in 2013, so please allow us to share with our readers and send it for us to include in the 
newsletter!  

Please forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local food systems and CSU’s programs in 
this area, and tell them they are welcome to contact us so we can add them to our mailing list.  The 
Food Systems work team for CSU Extension is committed to building a stronger network of those who 
work on systems-based issues.  The distribution of this newsletter is one way to build that network. 

To assist our readers in finding information we may have presented in the past, you can find old issues 
at: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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COLORADO MARKETMAKER 

Colorado MarketMaker continues to be a great vehicle to connect with others in the food system.  On 

average, 150 users visit the site each day looking for everything from meat to farmers’ markets to 

fruit or to buyers for their products.  Make sure your information is up-to-date so that those who 

want to connect can find you and learn more about your business. 

We’d love more businesses to highlight! The forms for Newsletter Submission, Business Spotlight, 

and Taste of Colorado are all available on the Colorado Department of Agriculture website. Send in 

yours today!  

 

“Friend” Food Industry MarketMaker on Facebook to keep in touch with local foods! 

Find MarketMaker at: www.facebook.com/foodmarketmaker 

JOB ANNOUNCEMENT: MARKETING SPECIALIST 

The Colorado Department of Agriculture (CDA) is recruiting a Marketing Specialist. The primary 

function of the Marketing Specialist is to manage CDA’s Specialty Crops Block Grant Program. This 

consists of developing and, as necessary, revising Program guidelines and procedures, as well as 

application, reimbursement, and reporting forms consistent with guidance provided by 

USDA/Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS).  

 

The Marketing Specialist will also develop and implement a communications plan to promote the 

program and coordinate with the Advisory Committee to establish criteria concerning the review and 

selection of projects. Once projects have been selected, the Marketing Specialist drafts CDA’s 

Specialty Crop Block Grant Program Application and coordinates with USDA/AMS to secure all 

necessary approvals.  

 

Post-award, this position has the responsibility of developing agreements with the participating 

organizations, companies and producers governing the implementation of the projects, as well as 

overseeing project status, reviewing reimbursement claims for sufficiency, and drafting various 

progress reports.  Besides administration of the Specialty Crops Block Grant Program, the Marketing 

Specialist will assist the Markets Division Director in the administration and oversight of the State’s 

nine market order programs. The Marketing Specialist will also have lead responsibility for the 

development and implementation of the Colorado Pavilion at the annual Produce Marketing 

Association Fresh Summit Expo. This position announcement closes on January 2, 2013. For more 

information visit http://agency.governmentjobs.com/colorado/default.cfm. 

http://www.colorado.gov/cs/Satellite/Agriculture-Main/CDAG/1167928163386
http://www.facebook.com/foodmarketmaker
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/colorado/default.cfm


2013 ORGANIC FARMING CONFERENCE 

Farm to Table, New Mexico Department of Agriculture, and New Mexico State University present the 
Southwest's Premier Conference for Organic Agriculture. 

When:  
Friday, February 15 * 7:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Saturday, February 16 * 7:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Where: Marriott Albuquerque Pyramid North 

Examples sessions include: A Whole Farm Approach to Managing Drought, Playing Chicken—Small-
Scale Poultry, Spice It Up—Organic Herb Production, From Hoophouses to Hedgerows: Accessing the 
EQIP Program, Top Bar Bees and Produce Buyers: What They Want. 

See the full program here. To register, use this form form or go to www.farmtotablenm.org. 

ANNUAL AGRICULTURE PHOTO CONTEST 

Time is running out to enter the 15th Annual “Colorado…it’s AgriCultural” photography contest. 
Entries must be postmarked by December 31, 2012.  
 
Entries must be submitted to the Colorado Department of Agriculture with an official entry form by 
December 31, 2012.  All photographs must be taken in the 2012 calendar year and must relate to 
Colorado agriculture in some way.  
 
Prizes will be awarded in five subject areas: agritourism, crops, livestock, people and open 
professional. Amateur and professional photographers are encouraged to enter, however, 
professionals may only enter agriculture related photographs in the “open professional” category. 
Judging will be based on theme, creativity and technical quality. The photographer whose picture best 
depicts the “spirit” of Colorado agriculture will receive $150, and category winners will receive a 
“Colorado…it’s AgriCultural” prize pack.  All winning photographs will be displayed in the Beede-Hamil 
Agriculture Building at Northeastern Junior College in Sterling, Colo.  
 
Visit www.coloradoagriculture.com or call (303) 239-4119 for complete contest rules and an entry 
form. The contest is sponsored by the Colorado Department of Agriculture, the AgInsights Committee, 
and Northeastern Junior College. 

REMINDER: MOBILE AND SOCIAL MEDIA FOR AG BUSINESSES 

The many mobile and social media tools allow businesses to connect with customers in new and 

meaningful ways. Often, it’s these connections, or relationships, that make a business successful over 

the long run.  

Social media tools (Facebook, Twitter, Linkedin, Pinterest, etc.), offer easy methods to 

communicating, connecting, and engaging with customers and the public. Mobile tools, operated 

from a smart phone or tablet (such as an iPad), offer many other options to both businesses and 

http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1103767630010-279/Organic+Farming+Conference+Program.pdf
http://form/
http://www.farmtotablenm.org/
http://www.coloradoagriculture.com/


customers in finding and connecting with businesses, increasing ease of transactions, and other 

benefits.  

Penn State Extension is partnering with Ohio State and University of Nebraska to offer a series of 

webinars to help small ag business owners understand how to integrate social media and mobile 

applications into the company’s marketing plan.  

Webinar participants will gain a better understanding of social media and mobile tools but, more 

importantly, will learn how the tools can improve their marketing effectiveness and customer service. 

Dates and Time for Webinar Series:  January 17, 24, 31, February 7, 14, 21, 28, March 7, 2012, at 2:00 

- 3:00 p.m. EST (1:00 p.m. Central / 12:00 p.m. Mountain). Registration Fee is $10 per webinar or $50 

for all eight webinars. Pre-registration is required.  Please RSVP at least one day prior to each webinar. 

View Event Summary 

View Event Agenda 

DROUGHT SURVEY  

Agricultural economists at Colorado State University are surveying farmers and ranchers to better 

understand the impact of the 2012 drought on Colorado agriculture – and to design effective 

management tools for dry times ahead. 

 
“The question we ultimately want to address is, ‘How do we improve the resiliency of agriculture and 

rural communities in Colorado?’ because we expect more drought,” said James Pritchett, associate 

professor in the CSU Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, who is leading the survey 

project. “It’s time to make these systems more resilient, so they can adapt to changes ahead.” 

Colorado producers may complete the online questionnaire by visiting http://tinyurl.com/CSU-

drought. 

 
The CSU survey project, called “Telling the Story – Drought in Colorado,” is funded with $35,000 from 

the Colorado Water Conservation Board and the Colorado Department of Agriculture. Pritchett urges 

farmers and ranchers to complete the questionnaire by January 1, 2013 so researchers may begin 

compiling data shortly after the first of the year. 

 

Economists are particularly interested in responses from an estimated 6,000 Colorado farms and 

ranches with annual income surpassing $100,000. These producers are at the core of the state’s 

agricultural industry – a leading industry that contributes some $40 billion each year to the Colorado 

economy, according to the Colorado Department of Agriculture. 

 

Questions or comments about the survey may be addressed to James Pritchett at (970) 491-5496 or 

James.Pritchett@ColoState.edu. 

http://www.cvent.com/d/ESlWYvOX-EmUoYYoxoBcVg/0nvn/P1?
http://www.cvent.com/d/ESlWYvOX-EmUoYYoxoBcVg/0nvn/P1/6X?
http://tinyurl.com/CSU-drought
http://tinyurl.com/CSU-drought
mailto:James.Pritchett@ColoState.edu


WESTERN SLOPE FOOD & FARMING FORUM   

What: The first annual Western Slope Food & Farming Forum  

When: January 10, 2013, from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

Where: Montrose County Fairgrounds Friendship Hall.  

This conference will provide education, resources and networking for western slope producers and 

land owners with the goal of sustainably improving the production, marketing, and consumption of 

locally grown food.  

Whether you have a half-acre or hundreds of acres, this conference will have information on 

important topics and contacts for you to be successful. Advance registration is $45, or $60 at the 

door. Specific topics presented in this conference will include “How to Start a Small Acreage Ag 

Business” with proper crop production and business planning; and, “How to Create and Launch a 

Buying Club”. 

Seminars include: maximizing your crop production through the use of cover crops and high tunnels; 

the best choice of seed varieties for our climate and soils, how to save seeds for future use and the 

use of insects for biological control. Best practices and tips on greenhouse and hoop-house 

production will be presented in another session, as well as seminars on grazing systems, maximizing 

your meat production and co-operative marketing. 

Agricultural management seminars will include marketing, farm management and labor options 

including developing a quality farm internship program, agricultural tourism, organic and natural 

certification, implementing GAPs, the latest food safety regulations, and an update on the Cottage 

Food Bill certification process.  

Sponsors include CSU Tri-River Area Extension, the Valley Food Partnership, Rocky Mountain Farmers 

Union, and the Small Business Development Center.  For information on vendor booths, conference 

sponsorship, or registration contact Becky at the CSU Tri-River Area Extension Delta office at 

(970)874-2195 or email at bdenton@deltacounty.com, or 

see  http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/CoopExt/TRA/Special/WSFFFflyer_2.pdf.  

COLORADO FARM SHOW  

It is fitting that one of the largest -- and oldest -- farm shows in the nation takes place in Weld County, 

the fourth largest agriculture producing county in the United States. The annual three-day event 

features almost 350 ag-related exhibits and draws more than 30,000 visitors from throughout the 

region interested in learning more about agricultural products, services, and machinery.  

The theme for this year’s Colorado Farm Show is “Agriculture, America’s Foundation” and the show 
takes place January 29-31st in Greenly.  

mailto:bdenton@deltacounty.com
http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/CoopExt/TRA/Special/WSFFFflyer_2.pdf


Show schedule: 

 Tuesday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

  Wednesday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

 Thursday, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Admission is free, but parking is $5.00.  For more information see www.coloradofarmshow.com or 
email coloradofarmshow@aol.com.  If you would like to be added to the mailing list click here and 
provide your contact information.  

2013 GROWER RESEARCH AND EDUCATION GRANTS 

The 2013 Specialty Crops Grower Research and Education Grants are intended for research, 

demonstration, and/or education projects addressing specialty crops production, processing, and 

marketing issues faced by small farmers, beginning farmers or socially disadvantaged farmers in 

Colorado.  

These classifications are defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture as follows: 

 Small farmers: farmers whose farm sales are less than $100,000 per year.   

 Beginning farmers: individuals who have not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years. 

The 10-year requirement applies to all operators of the farm or ranch.  

 Socially disadvantaged farmers: include individuals of a socially disadvantaged group that has 

been subject to discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 

where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 

orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 

individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.  

Producers and groups of producers interested in conducting research, demonstration, and/or 

education projects related to specialty crop production, processing, or marketing are encouraged to 

apply. For a downloadable program description and application form of the Grower Research and 

Education Grant Program, please visit http://www.specialtycrops.colostate.edu. For more information 

contact Frank Stonaker at (970) 491-7068 or e-mail Frank.Stonaker@ColoState.edu. The application 

deadline is January 1, 2013.  

RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 
 Consumer Resources  
 Producer Resources  
 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
 Community Assessments and Toolkits  
 Calculators and Databases  
 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
 Research and Other Resources  

http://www.coloradofarmshow.com/page/1000/schedule.html?inet=aD1mcHVycWh5ci15YXgmcmg9dWJ6ci15YXg
http://www.coloradofarmshow.com/
mailto:coloradofarmshow@aol.com
mailto:coloradofarmshow@aol.com?subject=Brochure%20Request%20from%20Web
http://www.specialtycrops.colostate.edu/
mailto:Frank.Stonaker@ColoState.edu
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#con
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#pro
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#rest
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#scho
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#comm
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#calc
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#pol
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#res


To add your ideas and news, contact Ashley Colpaart.  

To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 

 

mailto:Ashley%20Colpaart%20%253cashleyrdtx@gmail.com%253e
mailto:Martha.Sullins@colostate.edu

