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Welcome to the 48th issue of the CSU Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. This newsletter is 
designed to give you up-to-date news and information from around the state and our own CSU 
Extension organization.  Feel free to send in any events and news from your organization and from 
partners so that we may share them with our readers through this newsletter!  

Please forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local food systems and CSU’s programs in 
this area, and tell them they are welcome to contact us so we can add them to our mailing list.  The 
Food Systems work team for CSU Extension is committed to building a stronger network of those who 
work on systems-based issues.  The distribution of this newsletter is one way to build that network. 

To assist our readers in finding information, events and programs we may have presented in the past, 
you can find old issues at: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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Resources and Additional Information 

 

USE COLORADO MARKETMAKER TO FIND LOCAL PRODUCTS 

Colorado MarketMaker (CMM) is a constantly updated database of food industry marketing and 

business information. Remember that you can use CMM to search among the more than 26,000 

Colorado food and agritourism businesses listed. These include 119 farmers' markets, 85 wineries, and 

193 agritourism businesses.  

 

CMM’s Buy and Sell Forum, http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/marketplace, has a growing selection of 

products to purchase, and services available, as well as a place to list products and services you 

need.  Check out these recently listed Colorado products for sale: 

 

Four Berry Rosemary Herbal Fruit Spread 

Peach Ginger Herbal Fruit Spread 

Blueberry Basil Herbal Fruit Spread 

Strawberry Mint Herbal Fruit Spread 

Salba Chia Seeds 

Beef by the Whole, Half or Quarter 

 

USDA: EFFORTS TO EXPAND SUPPORT FOR SMALL FARMERS & 
RANCHERS 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced new and expanded efforts to connect small- and 

mid-sized farmers and ranchers with USDA resources that can help them build stronger businesses, 

expand to reach new and larger markets, and grow their operations. 

 

Efforts include revised risk management tools that better fit the needs of smaller producers, additional 

support for hoop houses, and expanded collection of valuable market news information. USDA is also 

introducing a series of education tools focusing on opportunities for farmers engaged in local and 

regional food systems.  

 

In addition, USDA field staff will boost their outreach efforts to small and mid-sized farmers and 

ranchers. More information about tools and resources available to small and mid-sized farmers will be 

rolled out in the coming months on USDA's Small and Mid-Sized Farmer Resources webpage. 

 

WORKSHOP: WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA TRAINING- COMING SOON! 

Colorado State University is hosting a free online marketing workshop for farm businesses on Saturday, 

March 29 from 9:30am - 3:30pm at the Colorado State University Denver Center. The workshop will 

include hands-on training for Facebook, websites, and Twitter that will provide farmer with the skills 

http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/marketplace
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/1563-four-berry-rosemary-herbal-fruit-spread
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/1564-peach-ginger-herbal-fruit-spread
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/1562-blueberry-basil-herbal-fruit-spread
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/1565-strawberry-mint-herbal-fruit-spread
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/588-salba
http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/listing/513-beef-by-the-whole-half-or-quarter
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=small-midsized-farmer-resources.xml


and knowledge they need to establish and maintain an effective online presence for their farm or ranch. 

The workshop is free to participants and lunch will be provided. Bring your laptop! 

 

Visit www.beyondthefarmgate.org for more information and to register. 

 

WORKSHOP: INTEGRATED LANDS & GARDENS-COMING SOON! 

CSU Extension is excited to announce an Integrated Land & Garden Workshop to be held in Durango at 

the La Plata County Fairgrounds. 

 

Wednesday, March 26th –  8AM to 4PM 

Early registration: $20 

Topics include: 

 Forest Management 

 Cover Crops: Improving Your Soil Organic Matter without Tillage  

 Modeling Ancestral Pueblo Agricultural Yields: The Village Ecodynamics Project 

 Keeping Unwanted Creatures out of the Garden  

 Electric Fencing for Bears 

 Companion Planting  

 Nuisance and Noxious Weed ID 

  

Registrations and questions can be directed to: Darrin Parmenter, County Extension Director, (970) 382-

6464 or email parmenterdm@co.laplata.co.us.  

 

WORKSHOP: IS ORGANIC AN OPTION FOR ME?  

Do you have an interest in certified organic food?  Have you wondered how a food product is certified 

or what the everyday consumer is looking for?  Are you interested in finding out more information on 

producing certified organic products on your farm?  This workshop will answer many of your questions 

and provide great resources.  Experienced and new farmers, as well as interested community members, 

are invited to attend.  

 

This workshop will provide an overview of the opportunities, realities and challenges of running a 

certified organic operation as well as discuss the larger economic landscape of agriculture in Colorado 

and how organic fits into Boulder County’s agriculture industry.  Agency representatives will provide 

information and resources that can assist in transition to certified organic production.  Come and spend 

the day learning from industry experts about organic production and how it fits into the Boulder County 

agriculture picture. 

Saturday, April 5, 2014 in Boulder at UCAR (University Corporation of Atmospheric Research) 

10:00 am to 3:00 pm (lunch provided) 

FREE to everyone interested in Certified Organic Agriculture 

http://www.beyondthefarmgate.org/
tel:/%28970%29%20382-6464
tel:/%28970%29%20382-6464
mailto:parmenterdm@co.laplata.co.us


Limited seats available. Registration is required and closes on April 1. Visit their website to register & for 

more information. 

 

WORKSHOP: LOCAL FOOD MARKETING 

Colorado continues to be an incubator for a variety of food entrepreneurs. This educational workshop 

will help food manufacturers market their locally made products. The workshop details include: 

Thursday, April 17 

8am to 5pm 

Community College of Aurora, Fine Arts Building, 

16000 E. CentreTech Pkwy., Aurora, Colo. 

 

This one-day workshop features practical advice from professionals covering a variety of topics such as 

regulations, hot industry topics, building your brand, product promotion, how to work with retailers, 

and more. In addition to the presentations, participants also have an opportunity to learn from their 

peers by networking with representatives from other food processing companies. 

 

Sessions include:  

 Hot Industry Topics (Gluten Free; Financing Options; Nutrition, Health, Labeling; and Sourcing 

Local) 

 Getting Results from Your Website 

 Preparing To Approach Retailers  

 Marketing Your Product and Industry Trends  

 Brands That Work: Strategy and Design Ideas for Successful Branding, Packaging and Sales 

Development 

 Affordable & Effective Promotions 

 Interactive Q&A with Buyers and Category Managers  

 Product Exhibit Showcase 

  

The registration fee is $35 per person before April 4 and $45 after the deadline. Registration includes 

the program, workshop materials, continental breakfast and lunch. Online pre-registration is required, 

and processing fees for electronic checks and credit card orders apply. 

  

For more information or to register, visit www.coloradoagriculture.com or contact Shaina Knight 

at (303) 239-4371. The workshop is sponsored by the Colorado Department of Agriculture and the 

Aurora Small Business Development Center. 

 

COLORADO AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

Applications are now being accepted for Class 12 of the Colorado Agricultural Leadership Program 

(CALP), which begins in Fall 2014. Individuals interested in enhancing their understanding of public 

http://www.bouldercounty.org/os/openspace/pages/agriculture.aspx
http://www.coloradoagriculture.com/
tel:/%28303%29%20239-4371


affairs and developing their expertise to play a leading role in guiding the matters affecting Colorado 

agriculture and rural communities should apply. The program is open to any individual engaged in 

serving rural communities, production agriculture, all related agricultural industry and business, 

extension services and education. 

 

CALP is an intensive 18-month program composed of seminars delivered by Colorado's Agricultural 

industry. Fellows also participate in 7 days of national travel seminars and a 10-day international travel 

seminar. Seminars provide a comprehensive curriculum focusing on a variety of agricultural and 

leadership development subject matter. Participants are challenged to analyze public issues and 

industry matters from social, economic, cultural and political perspectives. Participation in the program 

helps to improve leadership skills; build confidence in leadership abilities; and expand knowledge of 

state, national and international affairs. CALP cultivates a robust network of agricultural leaders who 

are highly motivated to serve. 

 

CALP invests approximately $15,000 per fellow to participate in the Ag Leadership Program. The costs 

are underwritten by individual and industry donations. Detailed program information and the 

application are available online here. The application is due no later than June 1, but individuals are 

encouraged to complete it earlier. 

 

NORTHERN COLORADO LOCAL FOOD CLUSTER KICK-OFF 

The Northern Colorado Local Food Cluster and CSU's Center for Public Deliberation invite you to a 

“Northern Colorado Local Food Cluster Kickoff.” 

 

Wednesday, April 9th from 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Drake Centre - East Ballroom 

802 West Drake Road, Fort Collins 

Healthy snacks will be provided 

 

The Local Food Cluster is a resident-driven effort with a vision to create a healthy community through a 
resilient, local food system. The Cluster supports and promotes local food production, distribution and 
consumption. This vision will be accomplished by working together strategically, effectively and in 
alignment with our values of honoring each other, remaining open to all community voices and being 
inclusive of all groups. Attend this session to learn about exciting new developments. 
 

WEBINAR: PROGRAMS, TOOLS & TRAININGS FOR BEGINNING 
FARMERS IN COLORADO 

Webinar: Programs, Tools, & Trainings to Connect Beginning Farmers to Land & Other Resources in 

Colorado 

Thursday, March 27, 2014 

1:00—2:00pm MST 

http://www.coloagleaders.co/


Register now! 

 

An essential component to providing consistent, safe, fresh, and healthy food for a population is the 

land, people, and other resources needed to grow that food. This webinar will highlight trainings, tools, 

programs, and research from Colorado and national organizations to help connect potential farmers 

and ranchers to the land, water, and other resources they need. It will also showcase resources 

available from CSU Extension's Building Farmers, Colorado Ranching Legacy Program, Colorado Land 

Link, and the National Young Farmers Coalition. Speakers will highlight trainings, tools, and classes that 

cover the latest research, business planning and management, farm succession planning, and other 

strategies to support opportunities for new and young farmers and ranchers.  

 

Presenters:  

 Adrian Card, Agriculture Extension Agent with Colorado State University in Boulder County  

 David Lynch, Director of Colorado Land Link 

 Sophie Ackoff, Membership & Development Coordinator, The National Young Farmers Coalition 

 

Coming up!  

Creating and Enhancing Access to Healthy Food Retail in Your Community:  

Funding Opportunities for Colorado 

Thursday, April 17, 2014 

1:00—2:00pm MST 

 

Communities large and small across the state are looking for ways to increase the presence of food 

retailers that provide and promote healthy food options. Efforts to increase healthy food retail range 

from improvements within an existing corner store, to advocating for an entirely new full-service 

grocery store, to developing a permanent farmers market facility. Join us on this webinar to hear from 

multiple organizations that fund or finance such efforts across the state. In addition to describing 

funding opportunities, presenters such as the Colorado Fresh Food Financing Fund (CO4F) will also 

discuss what they are learning from grantees who are already moving to implementation. Register now 

for next month's webinar.  

 

WEBINARS: WINTER SERIES FROM FARM COMMONS- COMING 
SOON! 

The nonprofit organization, Farm Commons, is hosting free webinars on a variety of legal issues faced 

by farmers who sell direct to consumers. Webinars are offered through a platform that does not require 

any additional software or downloads, and those without an internet connection will be able to listen to 

the presentation over the phone. 

 
Food Safety Liability and Regulations- March 25, 6pm CDT 

Registration is now open for at (www.farmcommons.org/webinars). 
 

https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/626317866
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/652298770
http://www.farmcommons.org/webinars


Hear all about the upcoming regulations under the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA), and learn 

how farm liability for food safety goes beyond this new law. Learn all the latest on how farms can 

comply with FSMA as it goes into effect and how they can protect their operations from liability in 

general. 

 

WEBINAR SERIES: FINDING, BUYING AND SERVING LOCAL FOODS  

The USDA Farm to School Program is hosting two webinars each month to showcase the variety of ways 

school districts can purchase local foods. The webinars will be held at 12:00 p.m. MST on the second 

and fourth Thursdays of the month.  

 Working with Distributors – March 27 

 Using a Forward Contract – April 10 

 Introduction to Geographic Preference – April 24 

 Using Geographic Preference – May 8 

 Using USDA Foods as a Resource to Purchase Local – May 22 

 Using DoD Fresh to Purchase Local – June 12 

 Tying It All Together and Digging In – June 26 
 

To register click here. All webinars will be recorded and available on the USDA Farm to School website 

within 1-2 weeks of initial viewing. 

 

GRANTS: FARM TO SCHOOL 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced the release of a request for 

applications for the third round of USDA’s Farm to School grants, including the addition of a new 

funding track for training events and conferences.  These grants help to improve the health and well-

being of students through school meals that incorporate locally produced foods, educate children about 

food, and create new and expanded markets for local food producers. 

 

The deadline for proposals is April 30th. To see the complete request for applications, please click here. 

 

GRANTS: FOOD HUB DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

The Wallace Center is pleased to announce its newest effort to support the work of food hubs 

nationwide—Strengthening Small-Scale Sustainable Farming and Local Food Systems by Accelerating 

Food Hub Development. 

 

The Wallace Center has released a Request for Applications (RFA) for food hubs interested in grant 

support as part of this new work. This grant program is available to both nonprofit and for-profit 

organizations. The application deadline is March 30, 2014. To learn more about the grant program and 

review the complete RFA and timeline, please click here.  

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=NsYATeaZK%2bMoQ8hZ8t5RUg%3d%3d#q1
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/FY2015_FSGP_RFA_2182014.pdf
http://www.wallacecenter.org/strengtheninglocalfoodsystems


GRANTS: COMMUNITY FOOD PROJECTS 

USDA’s National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) posted a Request for Applications (RFA) for 

the 2014 round of the Community Food Project Grants Program (CFP).  

 

Initiated in 1996, CFP is a competitive grant program supporting the alleviation of food insecurity in 

low-income communities through projects which: 

 Promote community self-reliance in meeting their own food needs; 

 Encourage comprehensive responses to local food, farm, and nutrition issues; and 

 Meet specific state, local or neighborhood food and agricultural needs including needs relating 

to: infrastructure/equipment improvement and development; planning for long-term solutions; 

or the creation of innovative marketing activities that mutually benefit agricultural producers 

and low-income consumers. 

 

Eligible entities include public food program service providers, tribal organizations, or private nonprofit 

entities, meeting specific requirements as set out in the RFA.  Among other requirements, applicants 

must have experience in one or more of the following areas:  

 community food work, particularly concerning small and mid-sized farms, including the 

provision of food to low-income communities and the development of new markets in low 

income communities for agricultural producers,  

 job training and business development experience for food-related activities in low-income 

communities, and/or 

 efforts to reduce food insecurity in the community, including food distribution, improving 

access to services, or coordinating services and programs.  Applicants are encouraged to seek 

and create partnerships with other organizations. 

 

Approximately $5 million will be available for this funding cycle.  Applications are due 5:00pm EST on 

March 31, 2014. For abstracts of past funded projects, please click here. 

 

USDA GRANTS FOR RESEARCH AND OUTREACH ON ORGANIC AND 
SPECIALTY CROPS 

The FY 2014 Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative (OREI) Request for Applications is 

now available for public viewing. Closing date: May 8, 2014. 

 

The OREI seeks to solve critical organic agriculture issues, priorities, or problems through the integration 

of research, education and extension activities. The purpose of this program is to fund projects that will 

enhance the ability of producers and processors who have already adopted organic standards to grow 

and market high quality organic agricultural products. Priority concerns include biological, physical, and 

social sciences, including economics. The OREI is particularly interested in projects that emphasize 

research, education and outreach that assist farmers and ranchers with whole farm planning by 

delivering practical research-based information. Projects should plan to deliver applied production 

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/communityfoodprojects.cfm
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/local-food-systems-rural-development/community-food-project-grants/
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/rfas/pdfs/14_community_foods.pdf
http://cris.nifa.usda.gov/cgi-bin/starfinder/0?path=fastlink1.txt&id=anon&pass=&search=CG=*-33800-*&format=WEBTITLESG
http://www.nifa.usda.gov/funding/rfas/OREI.html


information to producers. Fieldwork must be done on certified organic land or on land in transition to 

organic certification, as appropriate to project goals and objectives. Refer to the USDA National Organic 

Program (http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop) for organic production standards. 

 

The FY 2014 Specialty Crop Research Initiative (SCRI) Request for Applications is now available for public 

viewing and welcomes applications relating to organic systems as well as conventional systems. 

Closing date: May 8, 2014. 

 

The purpose of the SCRI program is to address the critical needs of the specialty crop industry by 

awarding grants to support research and extension that address key challenges of national, regional, 

and multi-state importance in sustaining all components of food and agriculture, including conventional 

and organic food production systems. Projects must address at least one of five focus areas:  

 Research in plant breeding, genetics, genomics, and other methods to improve crop 

characteristics;  

 Efforts to identify and address threats from pests and diseases, including threats to specialty 

crop pollinators;  

 Efforts to improve production efficiency, handling and processing, productivity, and profitability 

over the long term (including specialty crop policy and marketing);  

 New innovations and technology, including improved mechanization and technologies that 

delay or inhibit ripening; and  

 Methods to prevent, detect, monitor, control, and respond to potential food safety hazards in 

the production efficiency, handling and processing of specialty crops. 

 

RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 

 Consumer Resources  
 Producer Resources  
 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
 Community Assessments and Toolkits  
 Calculators and Databases  
 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
 Research and Other Resources  

 
To add your ideas and news, contact Ashley Colpaart.  
To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 
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