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Welcome to the 66th edition of the Colorado State University Extension Local Food Systems newsletter. As a 
key resource connecting our CSU team with local and state partners about events, news and opportunities, 
we are thrilled to see the momentum and growth happening in food systems across the state. As always, the 
Food Systems work team for CSU Extension is committed to building a stronger network of those who work 
on systems-based issues.  

The distribution of this newsletter is one way to build that network. You can help us be better connected in 
three ways: 

1. Forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local food systems and CSU’s programs in this 
area, and tell them they are welcome to contact us so we can add them to our mailing list.  

2. Send us any events and news from your organization and other partners so that we may share them 
with our growing readership!  

3. Consider writing a regional update so we can begin featuring updates from Colorado regions in each 
newsletter. Contact us if you want to be a regional lead!  

To assist our readers in finding information, events and programs we may have presented in the past, you 
can find old issues at: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
 

CONTENTS 

Colorado MarketMaker Market Research Mapping Tool 

Colorado Awarded USDA Funding for Local Food 

Webinar: Group Good Agricultural Practices 

Colorado AgrAbility Workshops 

News: Farm to School Helps Reduce Plate Waste 

Colorado Produce Day 

Loans: Farm Storage Financing for Meat, Dairy and Eggs 

Workshop: Small-Scale Farm Equipment 

Apprenticeships: New Agrarian Program 

Grants: Extension Risk Management Education 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html


Grants: Community Food Projects 

Food Policy Webinars 

Colorado Business-to-Business Farmers Market 

Transforming Food Access Summit 

eXtension I-Three Corps Program: Climate and Food Systems 

Save the Date: National Small Farm Conference 

Save the Date: National Farm to School Conference 

October is National Farm to School Month 

Resources and Additional Information 

 

COLORADO MARKETMAKER MARKET RESEARCH MAPPING TOOL 

   
Finding food-related businesses and educational information on a single website will soon get a lot easier. 
Thanks to a collaboration between the Agricultural Marketing Resource Center (AgMRC) and MarketMaker, 
an interactive mapping tool and enterprise-specific portals will offer a focused site with subject matter tools 
and resources of interest to users.   Over the next two years, AgMRC will fund the development of added 
features and functions to the MarketMaker website, including updates to the searchable mapping tool that 
will help users convert data into information. Using the latest cloud-based technology, the market research 
tool’s new mapping application will offer more functions and a better experience for users. Beginning this 
Winter, users will be able to execute scalable and complex searches that display business locations, 
consumer demographic and preference data, and other data overlays in a user friendly way. 
 
Another great development in the West is a new beef portal to meet the unique needs of our cattle industry 
stakeholders, and the support businesses with which they may want to connect. 
 

COLORADO AWARDED USDA FUNDING FOR LOCAL FOOD  
  
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) awarded $13.3 million in Farmers Market Promotion Program 
grants including the following Colorado recipients:  

 Boulder County Farmers' Market Union Station Grower’s Market  

 Community Agriculture Alliance’s Community Ag Marketplace and Locally Grown Farmers Market 

Booth Promotion and Expansion  

 History Colorado DBA Colorado Historical Society’s Pueblo Farmers' Market Enhancements and 

Promotion 

 Pikes Peak Small Farms, P.B.C. PPSF TinyFarms Project: Finding Food in a Desert 

 
AMS also awarded $11.9 million in Local Food Promotion Program grants to 160 marketing and promotion 
projects, including these Colorado recipients:  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDAyLjQ5Nzg1MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAwMi40OTc4NTIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDU1OTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp/awards
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDAyLjQ5Nzg1MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAwMi40OTc4NTIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDU1OTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp/awards
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMDAyLjQ5Nzg1MjMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTAwMi40OTc4NTIzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NDU1OTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZ1c2VyaWQ9bWFydGhhLnN1bGxpbnNAY29sb3N0YXRlLmVkdSZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/lfpp/awards


 American Grassfed Association for Building a Foundations for a Sustainable Meat Processing 

Operation Award  

 Good Food Concepts LLC for a Commercial Kitchen and Food Hub: Local Connections for Local 

Products  

 
Lastly, AMS awarded $1 million in matching-grant funds through the Federal-State Marketing Improvement 
Program. A set of Colorado partners wrote a project to assess the marketing strategies used in wholesale 
distribution channels, farmers’ markets, Community Supported Agriculture operations, and farm-to-school 
initiatives, and make recommendations to improve profits and resource allocation for Colorado fruit and 
vegetable producers.  
 
Participating partners include: 

 Colorado Department of Agriculture 

 Colorado State University  

 University of Kentucky and MarketReady  

 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County 

 Colorado Farmers Market Association 

 Northern Colorado Food Cluster 

 
CSU and these partners may approach you and those in your community to help with these assessments in 
the coming months, and we hope you can partner with us to learn more about market viability. 
 

WEBINAR: GROUP GOOD AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES 
 
AMS’ Specialty Crops Inspection Division, in partnership with the Wallace Center at Winrock International, 
will present a webinar on GroupGAP, a new certification option for the Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) 
audit program.  This alternative method makes GAPs certification more accessible to small producers by 
allowing multiple growers to work together to obtain a single group certification. GroupGAP certification 
offers growers, and especially small- to medium-sized producers, a cost-effective way to show adherence to 
GAPs and Good Handling Practices (GHPs). Learn more about the GroupGAP certification option including: 

 
Benefits of group certification 

Program requirements 
How to form a group 

How to apply for group certification 
How to craft a Quality Management System 

 
When: Thursday, November 12, 2015 12:00 pm (Mountain Standard Time). Registration is required at the 
AMS website.  
 

COLORADO AGRABILITY WORKSHOPS 
 
Join fellow Colorado farmers, ranchers, veterans, their families, and their providers at these upcoming 
workshops across the state. 
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Topics 

 AgrAbility 

 Estate Planning 

 Linking Elder Couples with Returning Veterans 

 Beginning Farmers/Ranchers 

 
These educational events are for individuals who are dealing with barriers created by illnesses, conditions, or 
limitations. Workshops are from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with a free box lunch provided for those who pre-
register at least one week prior to the workshop. 
 

To register or to learn more about these workshops, please contact: 
 
Candiss Leathers, 720.539.4435 • cleathers@goodwilldenver.org 
Norm Dalsted, 970.222.5657 • norman.dalsted@colostate.edu 
 

NEWS: FARM TO SCHOOL HELPS REDUCE PLATE WASTE 
 
Local food purchases by school districts can do much more than help improve the incomes of area growers, 
according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
  
The USDA’s Farm to School Census shows that schools bought about $600 million in local food during the 
2013-14 school year, an increase of 55% from the 2011-12 school year, according to a news release. Close to 
half (47%) of those surveyed said they plan to increase local food purchases in coming years. 
 
The Farm to School Census found that more than 42,000 schools now have farm to school programs, 
according to the release. The census found three out of four school districts report at least one of the 
following benefits: 
  

 Reduced plate waste (17%); 
 Improved acceptance of healthier school meals (28%); 
 Increased participation in school meals programs (17%); 
 Lower school meal program costs (21%); and 
 Increased support from parents and community members for the healthier school meals (39%). 

 

COLORADO PRODUCE DAY 
 
Colorado Produce Day will take place on Tuesday, January 26th 2016 from 9am-3pm and will feature the 
latest cultivation tips, federal policy updates, on-farm food safety tools, best practices for labor compliance, 
business development tools and more! Stay tuned to the Colorado Fruit and Vegetables Growers Association 
website for more information.  
 

 
 

mailto:cleathers@goodwilldenver.org
mailto:norman.dalsted@colostate.edu
http://1.usa.gov/1hQu3a4
http://coloradoproduce.org/
http://coloradoproduce.org/


 

LOANS: FARM STORAGE FINANCING FOR MEAT, DAIRY AND EGGS 
 
Just weeks after expanding financing options for produce growers, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) last 
week expanded the Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program yet again, to provide affordable financing to 
farmers to build or upgrade storage for meat, dairy, and eggs. 
 
The FSA notice makes the following commodities eligible for facility loans: unprocessed meat and poultry, 
eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, floriculture (flowers), hops, rye, and aquaculture. Most grains and oilseeds 
have been eligible for the FSFL program since the program’s beginning, and pulse crops, peanuts, hay, 
biomass, and honey were added later. 
 
This USDA loan program provides financing for farmers to build or upgrade on-farm cold storage, packing, 
washing, and handling facilities, including: 

 Packing sheds 
 Walk-in coolers 
 Electrical, cooling, monitoring and food safety equipment 
 Graders, sorters, conveyors, washers and drying tunnels 
 Shipping, preparation and installation costs 

 
These needed changes will help farmers of all kinds keep food safe, facilitate new markets, and better serve 
the expanding customer base for healthy, local and regional food. 
 
To read more about the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program, check out NSAC’s Grassroots Guide to Federal 
Farm and Food Programs or download this FSFL fact sheet that can be used at upcoming farmer conferences. 
 

WORKSHOP: SMALL-SCALE FARM EQUIPMENT 
 
Join the Denver Botanic Gardens' Chatfield Farms for a hands-on workshop on various small engines and 
tractors that are essential for farmers. Whether you are a beginning farmer, or a have been in farming for 
years, all farmers need to be able to successfully maintain engines.  
 
The first part of the workshop will cover small engines such as Honda two-stroke engines, field trimmers and 
walk-behind tillers. The second part will focus on tractors and how they work. We will look at a variety of 
tractors and go through the basics of maintenance, operation and repair. 
 
Instructor: Jim Sell, Machine Specialist and Engineer 
 

Saturday November 7th, 2015 
9 am-12 pm 

Cost: $10-15, Sliding Scale 
Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield Farms 

8500 West Deer Creek Canyon Rd. 
Littleton, CO 80128 

 
To register, email Josie.hart@botanicgardens.org.  
 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/release-farm-storage-loans/
http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications/grassrootsguide/credit-crop-insurance/farm-storage-facility-loans/
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APPRENTICESHIPS: NEW AGRARIAN PROGRAM  
 
Starting a career in regenerative agriculture? Want to develop technical skills in grassfed beef production, 
dairy management and cheesemaking, or heirloom fruit tree cultivation and holistic orchard management? 
 
The Quivira Coalition New Agrarian Program seeks applicants for its eight-month (March to November 2016) 
on-site apprenticeships at: 
 

San Juan Ranch in Alamosa, CO 
San Juan Ranch is a certified organic, grass-fed beef ranch located in the San Luis Valley near 
Saguache, Colorado operated by George Whitten and Julie Sullivan.  
Starts March 1, 2016, Application Deadline: December 1, 2015 
Apply at: http://quiviracoalition.org/New_Agrarian_Program/San_Juan_Ranch_/index.html 
 
James Ranch Artisan Cheese in Durango, CO 
James Ranch Artisan Cheese manages a small herd of Jersey cows for the production of raw milk and 
small-batch cheeses in the beautiful Animas Valley near Durango, Colorado.  
Start Date: March 14, 2016, Application Deadline: December 1, 2015 
http://quiviracoalition.org/New_Agrarian_Program/The_James_Ranch_Artisan_Cheese/index.html 

 
Tooley's Trees in Truchas, NM 
Margaret and Gordon have trained many young people over the years, and then in 2013 hired a New 
Agrarian Program graduate for an eight-month orchard management apprenticeship.  
Start Date: March 14, 2016, Application Deadline: December 1, 2015 
Apply at: http://quiviracoalition.org/New_Agrarian_Program/Tooley_s_Trees/index.html 

 
All of these positions include a monthly stipend, housing, some food, and an education fund.  
 

GRANTS: EXTENSION RISK MANAGEMENT EDUCATION  
 
The Western Extension Risk Management Education Center (Western Center), in conjunction with the 
Northeast, North Central and Southern Center announce a funding opportunity for projects that help farm 
and ranch families succeed through targeted risk management strategies. The maximum amount of 
requested funding shall not exceed $50,000. 
 
Proposals are due by 5 PM, PST, Monday, November 16, 2015.  
 
Application Information: Go to the Western Center website and select “Competitive Grants 
Program”. The grants application process is fully explained in the Western Center's 2016 Request for 
Applications (RFA). It is very important that you read and follow all of the instructions in the RFA.  The online 
application system includes a user-based access within the Results Verification System (RVS). 
 
Eligibility: This announcement seeks applications from eligible organizations with a demonstrated capacity to 
develop and deliver results/outcome-based risk management education and training programs for 
agricultural producers and their families. All organizations serving agricultural producers, especially those 
serving the special emphasis audiences identified on page 3 of the RFA, are strongly encouraged to apply.  
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Questions or comments regarding the RFA may be directed to: 
Jo Ann Warner, 509-477-2168, warnerj@wsu.edu  or  
Shannon Neibergs, 509-335-6360, sneibergs@wsu.edu.  
 

GRANTS: COMMUNITY FOOD PROJECTS  
 
The New Entry Sustainable Farming Project, in collaboration with its partners, offers free one-on-one 
technical assistance, educational resources, and professional development opportunities for current 
grantees and applicants to the Community Food Projects Grant Program of the USDA National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture (NIFA). 
 
The primary goals of the Community Food Projects Grant Program are to: 

 Meet the food needs of low-income individuals through food distribution, community outreach to 
assist in participation in Federally assisted nutrition programs, or improving access to food as part of 
a comprehensive service; 

 Increase the self-reliance of communities in providing for the food needs of the communities; 
 Promote comprehensive responses to local food access, farm, and nutrition issues; and 
 Meet specific state, local or neighborhood food and agricultural needs. 

 

FOOD POLICY WEBINARS 
 
Please join LiveWell Colorado, Colorado State University, and the Colorado Food Systems Advisory Council 
for an upcoming webinar series showcasing innovative efforts to increase the accessibility of fresh fruits and 
vegetables for low-income communities and the reuse of natural resources for edible crop production. 
 
Webinar #1: Fruit & Veggie Rx in Colorado: How to Build and Sustain Food Access Programs in Health Care 
Institutions  

Tuesday November 10th, 1:00-2:00pm. 
Register here 

 

Webinar #2: State and Community Models for Rescue and Redistribution of Fresh Produce 

Thursday November 12th, 2:30pm-3:30pm 
Register here 

 
Webinar #3: Preparing for Food Security in an Age of Limited Natural Resources: A Focus on Water 

Thursday January 14th, 1:30pm-3:00pm  
Register here 

 

COLORADO BUSINESS-TO-BUSINESS FARMERS MARKET 
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The Colorado Business-to-Business (B2B) Farmers Market is an annual opportunity for food and farm 
businesses to meet, greet, and create new business relationships. The event is a no-cost, no-frills, no-hassle 
way to connect Colorado food producers to Colorado food buyers. 
  
The B2B Farmers Market is a wholly independent and collaborative statewide project comprised of 
organizations working with restaurants, caterers, farmers, food and beverage producers and buyers, and 
distributors. 
 

Coming Soon: November 3rd, 2016 from 10 am to 3 pm 
Location: Rhino Art District, 3600 Wynkoop St., Denver, CO 

Registration: click here 
 

TRANSFORMING FOOD ACCESS SUMMIT 
 
Wholesome Wave is hosting a national summit—Transforming Food Access Summit: Accelerating 
Affordability with Nutrition Incentives—in Atlanta, GA on January 11 - 13, 2016. 
 
Nutrition incentives have played a transformational role in providing affordable access to healthy fruits and 
vegetables for hundreds of thousands of low-income consumers. From national policy makers to community-
based organizations engaged in incentive programs and local and regional food supply chains, and attendees 
will take away practical and innovative tactics to improve access to healthy food.  The Summit is designed to 
bring together key stakeholders, from the national level to community-base organizations, to engage around 
building food system change through affordable access to healthy food. 
 

 
 
Summit overview and information can be found at https://www.wholesomewave.org/2016-summit/. 
 

EXTENSION I-THREE CORPS PROGRAM: CLIMATE AND FOOD 
SYSTEMS 
 
eXtension is selecting 200 Extension professionals to work with on two topics next year: climate and food 
systems. There is a lot of room for social scientists and community development related practitioners, and 
this could be a great professional development opportunity.  
 
Complete information about the project, and how to apply, can be found is at eXtension.  
 

SAVE THE DATE: NATIONAL SMALL FARM CONFERENCE 
 
Virginia State University has the honor of hosting the 7th National Small Farm Conference, which will be 
held September 20-22, 2016, in collaboration with Virginia Cooperative Extension and the United States 
Department of Agriculture. The event will be held at the Virginia Beach Convention Center in Virginia Beach, 
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Virginia. The National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) is serving as the lead USDA Agency, with 
other agencies collaborating. 
 
Anticipated conference outcomes include increased understanding of stakeholder participation; 
collaboration with stakeholders in developing tools that can be utilized to increase knowledge; training that 
will allow for easy adoption and use of new methods and improved technology; and strategies that will 
enable small farmers and ranchers to have an improved quality of life; enhanced farm income and 
productivity; increased market opportunities; sustained productivity and success in farm transition by 
increasing the number of new and beginning farmers and ranchers; increased farm management skills; and 
increased production and labor efficiency. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL CONFERENCE 
 

The National Farm to Cafeteria Conference is a biennial event that convenes a diverse group of stakeholders 
from across the farm to cafeteria movement, all working on innovative models to source local food for 
institutional cafeterias and foster a culture of food and agricultural literacy across America. 
  
The conference is hosted by the National Farm to School Network, in partnership with a local host 
organization. Save the date for the 2016 National Farm to Cafeteria Conference, to be held June 1-4, 
2016 in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL MONTH 
 

 
 
October is National Farm to School Month, a time to lift up the connections students are making to local 
food and farmers across the country.  
  
Since its inception, Farm to School Month has brought together thousands of kids, teachers, parents, 
farmers, food enthusiasts, business owners, school lunch professionals and advocates from diverse sectors 
who believe in the power of farm to school to improve child nutrition, support local economies and build 
vibrant communities. 
  
Check out the great stories of success and innovation on the National Farm to School Network’s blog and 
new Instagram this month.  
 

RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 
 Consumer Resources  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=28198169&msgid=185228&act=OTWD&c=1442707&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmtoschool.org%2Four-work%2Ffarm-to-school-month
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=28198169&msgid=185228&act=OTWD&c=1442707&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmtoschool.org%2Fnews-and-articles%2Ftag%2FFarm_to_School_Month%2F
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=28198169&msgid=185228&act=OTWD&c=1442707&destination=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Ffarmtoschool%2F
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#con


 Producer Resources  
 Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
 Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
 Community Assessments and Toolkits  
 Calculators and Databases  
 Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
 Research and Other Resources  

 
To add your ideas and news, contact Ashley Colpaart.  
To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 
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