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Welcome to the 67th edition of the Colorado State University Extension Food Systems newsletter.  As a 
key resource connecting our CSU team with local and state partners about events, news and 
opportunities, we are thrilled to see the momentum and growth happening in food systems across the 
state. As always, the Food Systems work team for CSU Extension is committed to building a stronger 
network of those who work on systems-based issues.  

The distribution of this newsletter is one way to build that network. You can help us be better 
connected in three ways: 

1. Forward this newsletter to anyone with an interest in local food systems and CSU’s programs in 
this area, and tell them they are welcome to contact us so we can add them to our mailing list.  

2. Send us any events and news from your organization and other partners so that we may share 
them with our growing readership!  

3. Consider writing a regional update so we can begin featuring updates from Colorado regions in 
each newsletter. Contact us if you want to be a regional lead!  

To assist our readers in finding information, events and programs we may have presented in the past, 
you can find old issues at: http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/localfood.html. 
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COLORADO MARKETMAKER MARKET RESEARCH MAPPING TOOL 

 

MarketMaker has a new mapping functionality to enhance the market research tool! MarketMaker’s 
market research tool was reframed to make it easier to find information about your market area, and 
the beta version is live now at: http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/main/market_research.  

 

Also, with the holidays coming up, it would be great to encourage tree farms to advertise on 
MarketMaker as well…see below. 

http://co.foodmarketmaker.com/main/market_research


 

For more information click here. Email content to the national MarketMaker Newsletter at 
newsletter@foodmarketmaker.com.  
 
 
ECONOMIC OUTLOOK FOR AGRICULTURE 
 
When: December 2 at 1 pm 
Where:  Washington County Event Center in Akron  
 
The Colorado Farm Service Agency and CSU Extension invite producers, bankers and agricultural related 
business owners to attend a public “Agriculture Economic Outlook Forum."   
 
The Forum will include an update on USDA Farm Service Agency Programs and a presentation by Brent 
Young, CSU Economist.  The goal of the forum is to enable producers to look at the use of all marketing 
and production tools, crop insurance coverages, and alternative crops that could be important in 
surviving lower commodity prices. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this meeting should 
contact District Director Woody Woods at 970-345-2364 ext 112 or Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-
8339 by Monday November 30, 2015. 
 
CURRENT GOOD MANUFACTURING PRACTICES FOR OPERATORS, 
EMPLOYERS AND REGULATORS 
 
Dates/Locations:  

1. December 2, 2015 at the Mesa County Health Department Building 
510 29 ½ Rd Grand Junction, CO 81504 
Room1060 

https://foodmarketmaker.com/uploads/63f23a17c894b5c7aa0a846791b21aa4.pdf?utm_source=Copy+of+MarketMaker+Newsletter+July+2015&utm_campaign=Newsletter+-+August+2015&utm_medium=email
mailto:newsletter@foodmarketmaker.com


 
2. December 3, 2015 at the Montrose County Health and Human Services Building  

1845 S Townsend Ave Montrose, CO 81401  
Resource Room on the 2nd floor 

 
Course Description: 
This course will provide an overview of the Current Good Manufacturing Practices (cGMP) as it relates 
to Colorado Wholesale Food Regulations and the new State Manufactured Foods Program, from the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 
 
Registration: 
- If you are able to attend, please RSVP via email or phone call to John Strauss or Emily Schoblaski by 
November 27, 2015. 
- With your RSVP, please let us know who from your business will be attending and which date you will 
be able to attend. 
- For more information, contact: 
Jon Strauss - Jon.Strauss@state.co.us (303) 692-3654 
Emily Schoblaski – Emily.Schoblaski@state.co.us (303) 692-3629 
 
NEW YEAR-ROUND, INDOOR FARMERS MARKET IN WHEATRIDGE 
 
The Four Seasons Farmers and Artisans Market will be open year-round starting on November 28!  
 
Products available include eggs, winter squash, carrots, onions, lamb, pork, jams and jellies, milk, 
handmade soap, art by local artists and much, much more from small, local producers and artisans.  
 
Where: 7043 West 38th Avenue, Wheat Ridge, 80033     (3 blocks East of Wadsworth) 
When: Regular market hours - Saturdays, 9am-1pm beginning November 21st, with the store open until 
3pm  
Store open for shopping: Tuesday - Friday 12-7pm     
Some farmers market vendors will make products available for sale during the week!  
 
For more information, see http://fourseasonsfam.com/.  
 
WESTERN COLORADO FOOD AND FARM FORUM 
 

 

mailto:Jon.Strauss@state.co.us
mailto:Emily.Schoblaski@state.co.us
http://fourseasonsfam.com/
http://foodfarmforum.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ac4440fe08d00f208967d0d03&id=d4657f9ac1&e=a202094727


Saturday, January 23, 2016 

Western Colorado 
Food and Farm Forum 

8:30-4:30 - Montrose Pavilion 
 
Working to improve the sustainable production, marketing and consumption of local foods 
 
The conference has a wide array of breakout sessions which convey vital, regionally specific agricultural 
information in areas including maximizing crop and livestock production, innovative agricultural 
marketing and management strategies, and specialty crops. Please join us in improving the sustainable 
production, marketing and consumption of local food. 
 
The conference is for anyone with an interest in the future of agriculture, including: ranchers, farmers, 
gardeners, students, and ag professionals. Whether you’re looking to improve or innovate on your 
existing practices, the forum has myriad resources and networking opportunities. 
 
NEWS: MICROIRRIGATION FOR SUSTAINABLE WATER USE  
 
According to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Drought Monitor, 58.7 million people are affected by 
drought (National Drought Mitigation Center, 2015). Large parts of California and Nevada are classified 
as D4, meaning these areas are experiencing exceptionally intense drought with short-term and long-
term impacts. As demand and dependence on the Western agriculture industry for the nation’s food 
supply increases and water supplies decrease, it is critical to rethink traditional irrigation methods and 
find more sustainable methods. 
 
Microirrigation (MI), also referred to as “drip irrigation,” is often viewed as a more sustainable approach 
to irrigation. Unlike conventional irrigation, MI uses special sensors, timers, and emitters to deliver the 
right amount of water to crops at the right time. Multistate research project W-2128, titled 
Microirrigation for Sustainable Water Use, uses research and Extension to help improve MI systems and 
encourage growers to adopt them. 
 
See more at Rural Connections, a publication of the Western Rural Development Center. 
 
2016 URBAN BUILDING FARMERS PROGRAM 
 
Attention Farmers!   The Denver metro counties of CSU Extension are proud to present the 2016 
Building Farmers program: a 7-night urban farm business planning and management course focusing on 
business plan development for non-profit, for-profit, and indoor farms.  
 
Program content is taught by local urban producers and will include: 
 
- Strategic Business Planning 
- Markets and Marketing Principles 
- Production Planning and Record Keeping 
- Financial Analysis & Risk Management 
- Contracts, Agreements, Partnerships, and Sources of Capital 
 

http://www.foodfarmforum.org/
http://wrdc.usu.edu/files/publications/publication/pub__3471537.pdf
http://wrdc.usu.edu/files/publications/publication/pub__3287853.pdf


Details and program information can be found in this brochure.  Online applications are currently being 
accepted. Application deadline is December 14th and space is limited so sign up today! 
 
This year we will also be offering a Vision Course for Aspiring Urban Farmers. This half day class is 
designed to give aspiring farmers the opportunity to explore their own farm vision and the core 
competencies and resources needed to launch!  More information about this class can be found in our 
flyer. Online registration is open until December 7th. Class size is limited so sign up now! 
 
Information about all Denver Metro Building Farmers classes can be found here. Questions? Contact 
Danielle DuBois at ddubois@arapahoegov.com, 303-738-7977. 
 
There are also programs being offered in other regions of the state.  To stay abreast of Building Farmer 
news, visit our Website at:   http://buildingfarmers.com/.  
 
COLORADO PRODUCE DAY 
 
Colorado Produce Day is Tuesday, January 26th 2016 from 9am-3pm and will feature the latest 
cultivation tips, federal policy updates, on-farm food safety tools, best practices for labor compliance, 
business development tools and more! Stay tuned to the Colorado Fruit and Vegetables Growers 
Association website for more information.  
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
WEBINAR: ORGANIC CERTIFICATION MADE SIMPLE 
 
Florida Organic Growers (FOG) and Little Bean Productions have cooperated with the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Organic Program to launch a video series called Organic 
Certification Made Simple: Bite by Bite as part of the USDA Sound and Sensible Initiative, a campaign 
that aims to make organic certification more accessible, affordable and attainable.  
 
The multi-part series provides a step-by-step overview of organic production requirements and the 
process of organic certification—by farmers, for farmers. Featuring both farm footage and animation, 
the videos aim to be easily digestible and succinct; each video covers a different topic so viewers can 
pick and choose to watch the videos that correspond directly with their interests or questions. Viewers 
can watch the whole series to get a holistic overview of the entire certification process.   
 
 
FOOD POLICY WEBINARS 
 
Two webinars, co-hosted by  LiveWell Colorado, Colorado State University, and the Colorado Food 
Systems Advisory Council showcasing innovative efforts to increase the accessibility of fresh fruits and 

http://www.extension.colostate.edu/arapahoe/agri/agri_docs/2016%20Building%20Farmers%20Brochure.pdf
https://buildingfarmers.wufoo.com/forms/m8pmi8916zo8sl/
http://www.extension.colostate.edu/arapahoe/agri/agri_docs/vision%20course%20flyer.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vision-course-for-aspiring-urban-farmers-tickets-19365091510
http://www.extension.colostate.edu/arapahoe/agri/Building%20Farmers.shtml
mailto:ddubois@arapahoegov.com
http://buildingfarmers.com/
http://www.coloradoproduce.org/
http://www.coloradoproduce.org/
http://www.ams.usda.gov/report-publication/organic-certification-made-simple
http://www.ams.usda.gov/report-publication/organic-certification-made-simple


vegetables for low-income communities and the reuse of natural resources for edible crop production 
are recorded and available online here: http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-
and-publications/webinars.  
 
The third webinar, “Preparing for Food Security in an Age of Limited Natural Resources: A Focus on 
Water,” will take place on Thursday January 14th, 1:30pm-3:00pm. Register here to participate, or find 
the recording afterward at this link http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-and-
publications/webinars. 
 
 
TRAINING: NEW BUSINESS PLANNING MANUAL FOR ORGANIC 
TRANSITION 
 
The booming profit potential of organic production has farmers, ranchers and food business owners 
nationwide switching to organic production, but successfully managing the risky multi-year transition 
requires careful business planning. 
 
SARE’s new Organic Transition: A Business Planner for Farmers, Ranchers and Food Entrepreneurs is the 
perfect tool to help business owners develop an actionable organic transition plan suitable for 
management teams and lenders. The Organic Transition Planner explores organic transition strategies 
and asks critical questions that help you decide whether organic makes sense for your farm or business. 
 

 
 
 
FOOD SYSTEMS SURVEY: HELP US GET THE WORD OUT! 
 
Growth in the number of food businesses is increasing the demand for commercial kitchen space. 
Ashley Colpaart, a doctoral candidate at Colorado State University (CSU) is conducting research on 
commercial kitchens and food businesses to identify challenges and opportunities around commercial 
kitchen use. Your participation in this survey will provide us with valuable feedback to identify future 
opportunities for increasing access to kitchens. 
 
The two surveys are aimed at:  
1. Commercial kitchen owners/managers that rent or are interested in renting space in the future. 
These could be a: 
•commissary (shared commercial rental) 
•incubator or accelerator (provides business support)  
•community (church, community center, food bank)  
•co-packer 
•institution (school, hospital, senior living) 
•privately owned (restaurant, bakery)  
 

http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-and-publications/webinars
http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-and-publications/webinars
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001soaejZU_5yz76J8JlsoWYaLHLSlszsQPb7bO_bScSS8Y-NbbodtmHBZYQyRyB5r-8GzjOTKF3-zDS7ReK-OUxJBIv2JWqIOa9A2eP3TYQ_jL5w_zcrX802-9_nCSEhXGDVS8Rt_kPzqobHyyGzWBPXbRKUkQOgRvjjjiwwRCFZ09s-_3wd1-rUk0C3TG0fiAC69PakougzQ=&c=MCrzpBJXo
http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-and-publications/webinars
http://livewellcolorado.org/livewells-commitment/research-and-publications/webinars
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Books/Organic-Transition
https://chhscolostate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eldzwLtSEzR4R7f
http://list.mlgn2usa.com/track/click?u=7374bc3ef77a4d7a5bf6c9128e30cabe&id=addc25f4&e=9517dfd5


2. Food businesses defined by self-identified occupation and could be a:  
•baker  
•caterers and personal chefs 
•food truck or push-cart owner 
•food artisan or value-added producer 
•food or beverage manufacturer 
•cottage foods producer (home) 
•educator or cooking instructor 
 
Each survey should take 5-10 minutes and your answers are anonymous. There are no known risks or 
benefits to participating in this survey. Participation is voluntary.  Choosing to fill out the on-line survey 
implies consent.  If you change your mind and decide not to participate, you may withdraw your 
consent at any time without consequence. 
 
Should you have any questions about this survey, please contact Ashley Colpaart at 
Ashley@thefoodcorridor.com or Advisor Marisa Bunning at Marisa.Bunning@colostate.edu. If you have 
any questions about your rights as a volunteer in this research, contact the CSU IRB at 
RICRO_IRB@mail.colostate.edu; 970-491-1553. 
 
TRANSFORMING FOOD ACCESS SUMMIT 
 
Wholesome Wave is hosting a national summit Transforming Food Access Summit: Accelerating 
Affordability with Nutrition Incentives in Atlanta, GA on January 11 - 13, 2016. 
 
Nutrition incentives have played a transformational role in providing affordable access to healthy fruits 
and vegetables for hundreds of thousands of low-income consumers. This is an event you won’t want to 
miss. From national policy makers to community-based organizations engaged in incentive programs 
and local and regional food supply chains, attendees will take away practical and innovative tactics to 
improve access to healthy food. 
 

 
 
Summit overview and information can be found here https://www.wholesomewave.org/2016-summit/ 
 
The Summit is designed to bring together key stakeholders, from the national level to community-base 
organizations, to engage around building food system change through affordable access to healthy 
food. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: NATIONAL SMALL FARM CONFERENCE 
 
Virginia State University has the honor of hosting the 7th National Small Farm Conference, which will 
be held September 20-22, 2016, in collaboration with Virginia Cooperative Extension and the United 
States Department of Agriculture. The event will be held at the Virginia Beach Convention Center in 

https://chhscolostate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0JOmdrNyNcBv6h7
mailto:Ashley@thefoodcorridor.com
mailto:Marisa.Bunning@colostate.edu
mailto:RICRO_IRB@mail.colostate.edu
https://www.wholesomewave.org/2016-summit/


Virginia Beach, Virginia. The National Institute for Food and Agriculture (NIFA) is serving as the lead 
USDA Agency, with other agencies collaborating. 
 
Anticipated conference outcomes include increased understanding of stakeholder participation;  

• collaboration with stakeholders in developing tools that can be utilized to increase knowledge;  
• training that will allow for easy adoption and use of new methods and improved technology;  
• strategies that will enable small farmers and ranchers to have an improved quality of life;  
• enhanced farm income and productivity; increased market opportunities;  
• sustained productivity and success in farm transition by increasing the number of new and 

beginning farmers and ranchers; and  
• increased farm management skills; and increased production and labor efficiency. 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE: NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL CONFERENCE 

 
The National Farm to Cafeteria Conference is a biennial event that convenes a diverse group of 
stakeholders from across the farm to cafeteria movement who are working to source local food for 
institutional cafeterias and foster a culture of food and agricultural literacy across America. 
  
The conference is hosted by the National Farm to School Network, in partnership with a local host 
organization. Save the date for the 2016 National Farm to Cafeteria Conference, to be held June 1-4, 
2016 in Madison, Wisconsin. 
 
 
RESOURCES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Don’t forget!  Colorado State University Extension Food Systems and Agricultural Policy Resources: 
• Consumer Resources  
• Producer Resources  
• Linking Producers to Restaurants, Workplaces and Other Institutions  
• Linking Producers to Schools - Networks, Directories and Guides  
• Community Assessments and Toolkits  
• Calculators and Databases  
• Policy Articles, Resources and Case Studies  
• Research and Other Resources  

 
To add your ideas and news, contact Jeremy Christensen.  
To subscribe and unsubscribe to this newsletter, contact Martha Sullins. 

 

http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#con
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#pro
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#rest
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http://www.ext.colostate.edu/cis/food_ag.html#res
mailto:jqchrist@rams.colostate.edu?subject=Newsletter
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