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Perennials on this list are

best adapted for

Colorado's lower

elevations.

Herbaceous perennials

differ in bloom period,

flower color, height,

foliage texture, and

environmental

requirements.

Differing environmental

requirements include sun

and wind exposure, soil

conditions and water

needs.

Matching the perennial

plant to the site

conditions produces a

successful perennial

garden.

Consider using native

plants and cultivars from

natives in the perennial

garden.

 

 

Series | TopicFact Sheet 7.405

By L. H. Greene and J. E. Klett* 

   An ever-expanding palette of

herbaceous perennials lets home

gardeners create a beautiful landscape.

Many new hybrids and cultivars for both

sun and shade gardens are being

introduced regularly.  Look for new

cultivars of Gaillardia, (blanketflower)

Heuchera, (coral bells) Hosta,

Penstemon, Salvia and Sedum at your

local nursery.  

 

Selecting Perennials
   Herbaceous perennials live for many

years under normal growing conditions.   

Unlike woody plants like trees and

shrubs, perennials die back to the

ground each winter. Perennials quickly

establish themselves in a few growing

seasons and create the backbone for

the flower garden.  

   Plants vary in flower color, bloom

time, height, foliage texture and

environmental requirements.  These

include sun exposure, soil conditions,

and water needs.  The key to a

successful perennial garden is to

choose plants whose requirements

match your site's conditions.  

   Tables 1-3 list perennials adapted to

the broad range of growing conditions

in Colorado's lower elevations.  They

are readily available to the consumer at

local nurseries.  Additional varieties may

be available by mail order.  

 

   Many of these perennials may do well

at higher elevations. For a more speciic

listing of perennials adapted to higher

elevations, see Fact Sheet 7.406

Flowers for Mountain Communities.

Fact sheet 7.400 Ground Cover Plants

includes herbaceaous perennial

groundcovers not listed below.

Information on ornamental grasses is

included in Fact Sheet 7.232,

Ornamental Grasses.  Native plants

should be considered whenever

possible.  Fact sheet 7.242 Native

Herbaceous Perennials for Colorado

Landscapes has more information on

using native perennials in the

landscape.   

   Design and maintenance information

for the perennial garden may be found

in Fact Sheet 7.402, Perennial

Gardening. 

   

* L. H. Greene, Colorado State

University graduate student, J. E.

Klett, Extension Landscape

Horticulture Specialist and Professor.  

*Original manuscript written by M.

Meehan, former Colorado State

University graduate student , and R.

A. Cox, former Extension Horticulture

Agent, Arapahoe County. 
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   Key to Table 1-3:

 

*     Cultivar – a variety of a species that is developed, propagated and maintained

under cultivation.  The most common cultivars available to consumers are listed

here.

**   Blooms not important. Barely noticeable flowers.  The plant is grown primarily for

foliage.

X:  Xeric; plants that are adapted to low water conditions once established.

M:  Plants that prefer moist soils.

C:   Flowers that are good for cutting.

 

 

PenstemonSedum Salvia

Gaillardia

Table 1 - Sunny Exposure

Thanks to David Staats for the photos
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Table 1 - Sunny Exposure (con't)
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Table 1 - Sunny Exposure (con't)
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Table 1 - Sunny Exposure (con't)
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Table 1 - Sunny Exposure (con't)
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Table 2 - Sun to Part Shade
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Table 2 - Sun to Part Shade (con't)



9

Table 2 - Sun to Part Shade (con't)
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Table 3 - Shady Exposure


