
Wildflowers are ideal for a natural, less

formal garden. A planting of wildflowers

provides a changing palette of color.

The word “wildflower” does not

necessarily mean that a plant is native to

our area. Rather, it refers to an overall

look or feel of an informal planting. Many

plants in wildflower seed mixes are not

native to Colorado, although native

mixes are available. 

A wildflower planting provides change

throughout the growing season as

different plants in the mix come into

bloom. Due to varying characteristics of

plants in a wildflower mix, the

appearance of the planting may differ

from year to year in response to weather

conditions. 

Because some wildflowers can be

aggressive, the diversity of a wildflower

planting may be lost over time. Their

aggressiveness can be compounded by

site conditions. Some invasive species

are now classified as Noxious Weeds by

the State of Colorado. See Table 4. 

The type of wildflower seed mix chosen

depends on site conditions and the

desired effect. Consider modeling

wildflower plantings after surrounding

native-plant communities or use

wildflowers to provide bold splashes of

color. Commercial seed mixes may be

formulated using a variety of plants with

different heights, colors and bloom

times. 

 

Usually, a mix of self-seeding annuals,

biennials and perennials will provide the

quickest results and longest bloom

season. Wildflower mixes also may

contain some grass species, which can

fill in spaces around flowers, add texture

and color contrast, and provide support

and protection to wildflowers. Grasses

also can reduce soil erosion and

enhance wildlife habitat. See Table 2. 

Seed companies often formulate their

mixes for different site conditions.

Choose a mix suitable for specific site

conditions, such as dry, hot, south

exposures; cooler, shaded, north and

east exposures; moist meadows; or

higher elevations. Most wildflowers grow

best on well-drained, well-aerated soils.

Site Preparation and Weed Control

On sites with poor or compacted soil or

extensive weed populations,

considerable soil preparation and weed

control are necessary before planting.

Before sowing seed, lightly cultivate or

break the soil with a rake prior to sowing.

If the soil is compacted or heavy clay,

incorporate organic matter, such as

compost or sphagnum peat moss, into

the top 6 inches. Three cubic yards of

organic matter per 1,000 square feet, or

about enough to cover soil 1 inch deep,

generally is sufficient. 

Tilling the soil will increase weed seed

germination, as new seeds are brought

to the surface.  
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Wildflowers in Colorado

Wildflower plantings

have a different

appearance throughout

the growing season.

Commercial seed mixes

are developed to show

variation in height, bloom

color and time.

Choose a wildflower

seed mix adapted to

your site conditions.

The best site for

wildflowers has well-

drained and aerated soil.

Control weeds prior to

seeding wildflowers.

Mid to late fall is a good

time to sow seeds.

Water as needed for

germination and

maintenance.

The term “wildflower”

does not necessarily

mean a native flower..

Quick Facts
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Eliminating weeds prior to planting

wildflowers is easier and less expensive

than identifying and controlling them in

newly seeded sites. 

After incorporating organic matter, water

the area to germinate any existing weed

seeds. Pull, hoe, or spray these weed

seedlings with an appropriate herbicide. As

with any pesticide, read and follow label

directions. Remove dead weed debris prior

to planting wildflowers. The number of times

needed to repeat this water/spray process

depends on the degree of weed infestation

and types of weeds prevalent. It may take

up to a year to control weeds before

planting wildflowers. 

Consider terracing steep slopes or use jute

mats on the soil surface to help establish

wildflowers.
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Seeding

Mid to late fall is a good time to sow

wildflower seed because subsequent winter

cold and snow (moisture) will promote seed

germination the following spring. If sowing

in spring or summer, check with the seed

company if they have pre-treated (stratified)

the perennial seeds. 

Water in the spring to germinate seeds if

winter moisture is insufficient. For spring or

summer seeding, water to germinate seeds

if rains are insufficient. Seedlings emerging

in late summer may not become well

established and may be killed by fall frosts. 

Follow recommended seeding rate on seed

packet. Exceeding recommended seeding

rates may result in poor stands. For an even

distribution of wildflower seed, mix six parts

dry sand with one part seed.



For small areas, spread the mix by hand,

lightly rake the seed in and tamp the soil

with your feet to ensure good seed

contact with soil. On larger areas, use a

cyclone-type fertilizer/seed spreader

followed by pulling a section of chain-link

fence behind a tractor. To ensure good

soil contact, use a sod roller to press in

the seeds. Another option for large areas

is to have it hydro-seeded.

Maintenance

After wildflowers are established, pull or

spot spray weeds as soon as they can be

identified and before they set seed.

During extended dry spells, supplemental

water helps wildflowers look their best. If

initial soil preparation was done, little if

any fertilizer is required. If fertilizer is

necessary, use a mild, balanced fertilizer.

After plants brown from killing frost, mow

wildflower areas to distribute seeds set by

plants.

Cut stalks to 4 to 6 inches and leave

clippings on the ground. Another option is

to leave them in place all winter, and trim

back in the spring. In the second and

succeeding years, the appearance of the

wildflower planting may differ due to

bloom of biennial and perennial species.

Additional seeding can be beneficial if the

wildflower stand is not satisfactory or

plant growth was spotty

or poor.
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