Issue Canvas (Complete for each issue to be addressed collectively and statewide by the PRU and for which goals are behavior or condition change.)
Issue:
Do you plan to
integrate Extension
work on this issue
with CSU research? If
so, how?
Alternative crops are
currently being
investigated to ascertain
what fit they have in
Colorado crop production
systems. When
applicable, CSU
Extension partners with
CSU Experiment Station
staff by sharing expertise
and equipment.

Do you plan to
collaborate with other
states on this issue? If
so, how?

Problem statement: (Brief

description of the specific
problem you are addressing)
Economics, markets and
tradition help to determine
cropping choices. Currently,
farm commodities have tight
margins and some producers
are looking for alternative
markets by considering
non-traditional crops.

Goal/intended outcome:

(Should be either a change in
behavior/practice/decisionmaking or a change in longterm condition)

A new crop may offer
better economics.
Producers may shift
from a traditional crop
to an alternative crop,
should positive
economics be available
with that choice.

Target audience:

Crop producers growing
traditional Colorado
crops.

Brief description of
planned activities
(outputs):
Alternative crop testing
will indicate which crops
could be successful in
various soils and climate
conditions and at different
elevations. These
alternative crops will be
tested on Colorado
farms.

Key indicators: (Up to
3 that show unique value
to key stakeholders)

(1)

(2)

(2)
Annual agricultural statistics
will indicate shifts in
production acres from existing
crops to alternatives over
time.

Theory of change: (How

will your outputs result in
achievement of your intended
outcome? Cite/link to
research/evidence if possible.)

How will data be
collected and reported
for each indicator?
(1)
Agricultural statistics
will indicate
increased agricultural
income from the shift.

(3)

(3)
Soil tests and harvest
data at crop test sites can
be used to described
changes in soil and crop
characteristics/production.

Evaluation plan: (Who will be evaluated, when (afteronly, pre-post, etc.), and how (i.e. online survey)?)

