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Natural wood waste, commonly called 

slash, is created when trees and shrubs 

are trimmed or cut down. This is from 

activities such as forest thinning, 

defensible space clearing, landscape 

trimming, or hazard tree removal.This 

material is often bulky and awkward to 

handle making disposal difficult. 

Burning small trees, branches, and brush 

can be a viable approach to eliminating 

wood waste. 

Using the conservation pile technique for 

burning wood waste can offer a more 

sustainable approach than traditional slash 

piles while also creating biochar, a 

valuable soil amendment. 

Why burn wood waste? 
Burning wood waste in slash piles is most 

appropriate when there is a large amount 

of material to be disposed of, there is 

sufficient space to safely burn it, and 

alternatives are not affordable or close by. 

Although it takes time to gather and 

prepare wood piles to safely burn them, 

this is often easier than transporting wood 

to a disposal site and more affordable than 

hiring someone to remove it. 

Alternatives to burning waste 
Wood disposal methods depend on the 

budget for removal and the amount, size, 

and location of the wood waste. Wood 

waste can be disposed of by: 
• Participating in community clean-up and

chipping programs

• Hiring private waste disposal companies

• Renting or purchasing woodchippers

Building a better slash pile: The 

benefits of conservation piles 

Conservation piles differ from typical open 

slash piles because they are built and 

managed to support a strong and 

consistent flame that burns from the top of 

the pile downward. 

Conservation piles take a little extra 

thought to build and burn but can offer 

significant benefits for your property and 

surrounding environment. 

• Lower risk of soil and root damage due to

overheating

• Lower greenhouse gas emissions

• Less smoke (fine particulate pollution)

• Creates biochar, which can be used to

improve soil health and sequester carbon

long-term

How to safely build and burn a 

conservation pile 

Burning wood waste from your yard or 

forest property is like painting a room. 

How? Things go so much more smoothly 

(and can even be enjoyable!) with 

adequate planning and preparation. 

Pile location 

Piles should be built where there are not 

objects or structures (e.g., buildings, power 

lines, etc.) close by or overhead that could 

be damaged by heat or allow flames to 

spread upwards. 

Flammable material should also be raked 

at least three feet away from piles to 

prevent fire from spreading on the ground. 
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